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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

With the increasing influence of foreigners involved in commerce, transportation,
and religious activities in particularly northeastern China during the lafter half of
the 19" Century, a xenophobic nationalistic secret society, which had
heretofore existed in the 18" Century, again appeared.

Its name, as defined by the British, was “The Boxers™.

Commencing in 1899, the Boxers actively and openly attempted to eliminate all
foreign influences, including aftacking and killing merchants, missionaries,
Chinese Christians and foreign dignitaries. Those actions resulted in legations
and offices at Peking and Tientsin being reinforced with marines, albeit o be
besieged by the Boxers in June 1900, and the sending to China of naval and
military units from a number of countries to quell the uprising as well as to destroy
the Boxer Movement.

In that effort, the German Kaiser approved his Ministry of War's formation of a
combined naval and military force, which (‘The East Asiatic Expeditionary Corps')
was the strongest entity of all the nations involved and exceeded 20,000 military
and naval personnel under the command of Field Marshall Count von Waldersee.

In less than one year, the Boxers and the supporting Chinese military forces were
defeated and a peace treaty between China and the Allies was signed resulting
in China to pay reparations and having to agree to permit foreign garmisons to
remain in China.

Miller, Jerry H., “German Offices in China 1886-1917: Background & Evolution”,
The China Clipper, March, 2012, Volume 76, Number 3, Whole Number 435,
Pages 90-96, 106-108.




GERMAN INTERVENTION IN CHINA

EXHIBIT
This postal history exhibit, organized chronologically, shows the origin of German
presence in China, German military buildup and activity as a result of the
Boxer Uprising, the subsequent occupation period, and concludes with the end of
German military and postal presence in Chinain 1917.
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PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Shanghai Postal Agency
1886-1896
‘Pfennig’ Series

A GERMAN POSTAL AGENCY IN CHINA WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE
GERMAN CONSULATE AT SHANGHAI ON 16 AUGUST 1886
WITH FIRST DAY OF EFFECTIVE OPERATION ON 28 AUGUST

to facilitate communications overseas in support of German
commercial activities & investment in China.

USAGE: 28 August 1886 -
June 1894

EARLIEST KNOWN POSTMARK USE

28 AUGUST 1886

Commercial cover (Carlowiz & Co.), postmarked at Shanghai,
endorsed “Per Oder Via Brindisi”, sent to Frankfurt/Main, Germany,
37-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(reverse)
“Frankfurt a. Main, 4 October 1886, 4-5 AM"

20 Plennig ...
Single-welght (15 grams) intemational leHter-rate

One of three known covers with first-day postmark use.



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Shanghai Postal Agency
1886-18%6
‘Pfennig Series’

CONSULAR MAILTO SWEDEN

17 JANUARY 1890

Registered
116 gram cover
sent by the
“Consulate General for
Sweden & Norway”
at Shanghai fo
government offices at
Stockholm, Sweden.
38-day transit fime.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“24 February 1890"

120 Pig..
UPU Intemational
Registered Lefler-Rate:

100 Pig..
116 grams rated at

120 grams
(15 gr x 8 x 20 Pig)
+

20 Pig.. Regisiration fee



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Shanghai Postal Agency
1886 - 1896
‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

THREE-COLOR COMMERCIAL MAIL TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
VIA JAPAN & CANADA

NEW YORK.

2 NOVEMBER 1892

Three-color franked fourth-weight-level commercial mail,
postmarked at the German Postal Agency at Shanghai,
routed via Japan & Canada to New York “Wall Streef".

Routing:
(Front & Reverse)

*2 November 1892: German Postal Agency Shanghai
*5 November 1892: Imperial Japanese Post Office

at Shanghai, China
* 9 November 1892: Imperial Japanese Post Office

at Yokohama, Japan
* “Via Vancouver" Endorsement: by rail to New York
* 30 November 1892: Amival New York (Reverse)

80 Pfennig...
Fourth-weight level (45-40 grams) UPU Internalional Letter-Rale



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Shanghai Postal Agency
1886-189%96
‘RM 2.00 Internal Service Valuve'

PARCEL POST FORM CARD COVERING THREE INSURED PARCELS

16 JUNE 1896

Parcel post card for three insured (RM 21,000.00)
2.8 Kg parcels (gold) sent fo the German branch of the
‘Hong Kong & Shanghai Banking Corporation’
at Hamburg.
48-day transit time.

Bank Delivery Mark:
{Reverse)

“Hamburg, 3 August 18946"

2400 Pfennig...
(Block of 10 + 2 multiple franking of RM 2.00 service stamp)

800 Pfg covered the parcel post &
insurance rates for each 2.8 kg parcel ..
320 Pig = 5-kg flat rate +
480 Pig = 16 Pfg for each
RM 240 Insured = 30x 0.16 for RM 21,000.00 valve.

Reverse Side
One of iwo known high-value multiple franking

insured parcel post cards.



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Shanghai Postal Agency

inland Locations .. PEKING
DOUBLE-FRANKED MAIL TO GERMANY ‘Crown & Eagle Series’

China origin mail destined for overseas had fo be processed by a foreign post office, since China
first became a UPU memberin March,1914.

MAIL SENT FROM AN INLAND CHINA LOCATION, WHERE NO FOREIGN POST OFFICE
HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED, REQUIRED THE SENDER TO PAY THE INLAND CHINESE RATE FROM
THAT LOCATION TO SHANGHAI, WHERE A FOREIGN POST OFFICE EXISTED,

FOR FORWARDING OVERSEAS.

Between 1884-1897, mail franked with Chinese-Local, Chinese-Customs or Chinese

govermment-issued postage as well as stamps of the applicable foreign post office
was routed through Chinese-Customs to a foreign posi office.

14 NOVEMBER 1891

Double-franked single-weight “Lady’s" cover postmarked at Peking with fransit
through the Chinese Customs at Peking, Tientsin & Shanghai for forwarding to
Dresden, Germany, by the German Post Office at Shanghail.

6 November: Letter mailed at Peking
9 & 11 November:  Transit through the Peking, Tientsin &
Shanghai Customs (Postmarks/Reverse Side)

14 November: German Postal-Agency postmark at Shanghai
21 December: Arrival postmark (Reverse side) af Dresden,
Germany

3 Candarins covering the domesiic lelter-rate from Peking fo
Shanghai with 20 Piennig covering the single-weight
(15 groms) infemational letter-rate from Shanghai fo Germany.




PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Tientsin Postal Agency
1893 - 1900
‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

Established in October, 1889, as a postal station
in the German Consvlate,
THE TIENTSIN POSTAL STATION BECAME A
POSTAL AGENCY IN 1893
and a full post office in 1900.

1 SEPTEMBER 1897

Commercial cover, postmarked at Tientsin,
sent to a bank at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.A.
34-day transit fime,

Transit Postmarks:
(Front & Reverse)

“Shanghai, (Japanese Post Office), 16 September 1897"
“Yokohama, Japan, September 1897"
“San Francisco, California, Paid-All, 29 September 1897"

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Received Philadelphia, 5 October 1 PM"

40 Pfennig...
40 Pig.. UPU international Double-Weighi (15-30 grams) Letier-Rate.



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Tientsin Postal Agency

1893 - 1900
‘Crown & Eagle’ Series

REGISTERED MAIL

COMMERCIALSAMPLES
1 JUNE 1895

Register commercial
(Droste & Walfer Company)
sample mail-tag,
postmarked
at Tientsin, sent to
Kobe, Japan.

PRINTED MATTER
23 NOVEMBER 1898

View-card,
endorsed
“Drucksache”,
postmarked at
Tientsin, sent to
Frankfurt/Main,
Germany,

Arrival Postmark:
(Front)
“Frankfurt/Main,
31 December
1898"

25 Plennig...
5Pig:
UPU Intemnational
Printed-Matter Rate

+
20 Pig: Registry Fee

Cerl. Stever



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Kiautschou Territory
1898-1914
German Protectorate

ON 6 MARCH 1898, A 99-YEAR LEASEHOLD AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED BETWEEN
GERMANY AND THE IMPERIAL CHINESE GOVERNMENT COVERING THE KIAUTSCHOU BAY
TERRITORY IN NORTHERN CHINA,
which subsequently became the home port facility of the German Far East Cruiser
Squadron, responsible for protecting the Far East and Pacific German Colonies,
Teritories and Seftlements.

MAP OF KIAUTSCHOU
BAY TERRITORY
EARLY
KIAUTSCHOU-RELATED
NAVAL MAIL
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) on route (mailed

between Aden&
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! to Kiautschou Naval
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Germany.

Arival Postmark:
“Coburg,
28 February 1898"
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10 Pfennig...
T R ‘ Special Naval Postal
e i Card sold on-board for
. 5 Piennig with German
Naval Command
subsidizing 5 Pig.

.



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA Kiautschou Territory
1898-1914
‘Naval Field-Post' Postmark

WITH THE ARRIVAL OF GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS AT “TSINTANFORT" ON
KIAUTSCHOU BAY ON 26 JANAURY 1898, USE OF A ‘GERMAN NAVAL
FIELDPOST' POSTMARK COMMENCED BEING USED AT
THE FIRST GERMAN POST OFFICE IN THE TERRITORY.

USAGE: 26 January 1898 -
12 March 1898

OPENING OF THE FIRST POST OFFICE
FIRST DAY COVER USAGE

26 JANUARY 1898

Cover on ship's stationery postmarked at Tsinfanforf, Kiautschou,
sent on the day of opening of the German Naval Post Office to Bremerhaven, Germany.

Cover sent by the ship's medical doctor aboard the North German
Lloyd transport steamer '‘Darmstadt’ (MSP 24), which also transported the
equipment & supplies for the first post office during its stay
at Kiautschou from 26 - 31 January 1898.

Arrival Postmark:
“Bremerhaven, 14 March 1898"

40 Pfennig...
Double-weight (30 grams) UPU International Letier-Rate.



PRE-1900 GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA

Kiautschou Termitory

1898-1914
Postmark Evolution

The heretofore postmark designation “Tsintau .. China”
was again comrected in May 1899
NOW INDICATING “KIAUTSCHOU™,
ELIMINATING THE WORD “CHINA" FROM A NEW POSTMARK.

USAGE:

Early May 1898~
23 December 1899

14 JUNE 1899

Registered cover,
postmarked at
Tsintau,
Kiautschou,
sent fo Jenq,
Germany.
40-days fransit
time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Jena,

24 July 1899"

40 Pfennig...
(Stamps: 56°
‘China’ Overprint)
20 Pig..
Single-weight
(15 grams) UPU
International
Lefter-Rate +
20 Pig.. Regisiration
Fee.



MARINE DETACHMENT MAIL PEKING
Siege of Peking 21 June - 14 August 1900

Between May-June 1900, foreign missionaries and Chinese Christians were murdered at
Paoting (Paotingfu) by “Boxers" attempfing to remove foreign influence in China.

Foreigner flight to the legation-quarter of Peking took place, guarded by
340 soldiers & marines. Between 11-13 June 1900, the quarter
was under continuous Boxer attack.

WITH THE STREET MURDER OF IMPERIAL GERMAN EMISSARY BARON von KETTELER
ON 20 JUNE, PEKING WAS THEREUPON UNDER FULL SIEGE BY THE BOXERS.

To relieve Peking and reinforce Tientsin, also under altack, a relief column of 2400 marines
of different nationalities was organized under the command of British Admiral Seymour.
Upon fierce fighting about fifty kilometers from Peking, the relief column
retreated fo Tientsin, unable to relieve Peking.

GERMAN-MARINE MAIL

12 JUNE 1900

Viewcard written by one of the 489 German Marines of
the ‘Seymour Relief Column’, postmarked at Tientsin, manuscript routing:
“Naval Madl from The Marine Delaochmeni™,
sent to Alienkirchen, Germany. 39-day transit time.

Partial Text Transiation:
“Since yesterday, we are here in Tienisin fo put down the revolt by the Chinese.
We. from the “lrene” (German light cruiser), are here fo profect the Germans,
while the other units march fo (relleve) Peking.”

Arival Postmark:
“Altenkirchen, 21 July 1900"

5 Pfennig..
German military personnel postcard-rate for mail sent to Germany.



MARINE DETACHMENT MAIL Tientsin
Relief of Tientsin 13 July 1900

Retreating 'Seymour Relief Column’ (altempting to relieve the siege of Peking),
returned to Tientsin on 26 June, also under heavy altack by the Boxers.

With the addition of fresh marines from various allied navies,
SEYMOUR WAS ABLE TO REOCCUPY AND FREE TIENTSIN FROM ATTACK ON 13 JULY 1900.

FELDPOSTBRIEF

Geman Marine & Naval Personnel mall was free-frank when
the "Fleld-Post” handstamp “FELDPOSTBRIEF™ was applied.

13 JULY 1900

First Day of Freed
Tientsin

Free-frank UPU Card,
marine fieldpost mail,
postmarked at the
German Post Office
at Tientsin, sent to
Frankfurt/Oder,
Germany.

Armival Postmark:
“Frankfurt (Oder),
30 August 1900"

17 JULY 1900

Free-frank fieldpost
cover, postmarked at
the German Post
Office at Tientsin, sent
to a naval officer
aboard
the German Heavy
Cruiser
“HMS Hertha".




NAVAL MAIL OFFICE AT BERLIN
Marine/Naval Mail to China August 1900

EARLY GERMAN MARINE & NAVAL MAILTO & FROM CHINA WAS ROUTED
THROUGH THE ‘NAVAL POST OFFICE' AT BERLIN BY THE
GERMAN POST OFFICE (Reichsposf).

Prior to having its own dedicated postmark,
the German Naval Post Office often
applied a “Beriin C1 O" transit mark

on mail senf to China.

2 AUGUST 1900
Free-frank fieldpost

Leipzig, Germany,
routed through the
Naval Post Office at
Berlin to a marine
sergeant at Tsingtau,
Kiautschou.

Transit Postmark:
“Berlin C1 O,
3 August 1900"

Earllest usage of
seven known
examples.

23 AUGUST 1900

Free-frank fieldpost
form-card,
postmarked at
Leipzig, Germany,
sent to a seaman
aboard the
German Transport
Ship
“HMS Wérth"

in Chinese Waiers
(30 July 1900 ~
9 August 1901)




NAVAL MAIL OFFICE AT BERLIN
Marine/Naval Mail to Germany 1900-01

L
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MAR
POSTBUREAU
i3/16.01
R

Feldpostbrief.

EFFECTIVE 3 SEPTEMBER 1900,
THE NAVAL MAIL OFFICE AT BERLIN
APPLIED THEIR DEDICATED POSTMARK
TO FREE-FRANK MAIL ROUTED TO THEIR
OFFICE ADDRESSED FOR
DELIVERY TO GERMAN DESTINATIONS.

3 SEPTEMBER 1900 5 2t
STALE UNIVERSELLE

Free-frank fieldpost g g ST R OV PY. ('J‘ [
UPU-Egypt Form- z SPAES : v %452 X

Card, postmarked
upon arrival at the
Naval Post Office at
Berlin for delivery at
Krappitz, Germany.

Arival Postmark:
“Krappitz,
4 September 1900"

Earliest known use.

r . ' 2 NOVEMBER 1900

Poitarte — Weltpoftverein /28

Free-frank fieldpost

_ UPU Form-Card,
Cirte e— Umun pesale umwrsene postmarked upon
. L g3 l arrival at the Naval
2 f-l;\ \i i Mail Office at Berlin

', % - | for delivery at

¢ Ndmberg, Bavaria,

: }”’/ KB ,m»;/ o™ S

Arrival Postmark:

J// » M/ b ?4%'1 " /ng/ é 3 November 100"

/,,/%Mw% | S

osfasiafisches

25 <=l ' = Hauplquartier”
el %;/1%4// . (Headuarters of the East

Asiatic Command)




NAVAL MAIL OFFICE AT BERLIN
Redirected & Returned Fieldpost Mail 1900-01

Where mail intended for marine or naval personnel arived
in China, or on a naval vessel, to find the recipient
having been transferred, such mail would be redirected fo
the recipient's new location, or,

IF NOT KNOWN,
SUCH MAIL WOULD BE RETURNED TO THE NAVAL MAIL OFFICE
AT BERLIN FOR HANDLING.

‘RE-DIRECTED & RETURNED FIELDPOST MAIL' ODYSSEY:
GERMANY-CHINA-GERMAN NAVAL MAIL OFFICE-GERMAN NAVAL BASE KIEL -
RETURN-TO-SENDER

* Origin Postmark: “Leipzig-Connewitz,
9 September 1900"

* Manuscript Markings:  Arrival at light-cruiser “HMS Gefion”,
negative search efforts, re-direction to the
Naval Mail Office at Betlin, re-direction
to Kiel Naval Base, Germany.

* Arrival Postmark Kiel: “Kiel, 5 March 1901"

* Additional Negative
Search Results: Mail “Refurn to Sender”

(cachet stamp)
“Kiel, 7 March 1901"



NAVAL MAIL OFFICE AT BERLIN
Redirected & Returned Fieldpost Mail 1900-01

Returned and/or re-directed mail arriving at the Naval Post Office at Berlin
was frequently affixed with a
YELLOW-COLORED INFORMATION LABEL INDICATING A RETURN AND/OR
REEASON FOR THE RETURN TO THE NAVAL POST OFFICE.

Gt ol 3.4 el
Lo Deutfdbe Reichspoft
Seldpofttarte

31 JULY 1900

Label Text:
“Mail
undeliverable
without exact
indication of the
naval vessel or
the military unit ..
Naval Mail
Office”

Reigofiil abe Csppens
tbdb uunlmngllgt» ‘

A mm.smim. ‘

19 AUGUST 1901
Label Text:
“Undeliverable by the
Fieldposf and
returned fo this
office ..
::"'“"' Z %4 " T Naval Mail Office”
w/»%é..‘., E »4 e
‘ 1 b ~ Cachet Hand-Stamp:
m»"" °'; :;:rw ane ? “Homeland address
elibar by suriict: S unknown ..
glfénmq. : P Naval Mail Office”

§ Whrafe a3 Mnn.-um mﬁm’%ﬁkﬂm.



NAVAL EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Formation & Embarkation of the Corps to China

2 July - 15 August 1900

The assassination of Imperial German Emissary von Ketteler on 20 June as well as
the failure of the ‘Seymour Relief Column’ (20-26 June) to relieve Peking
resuvited in the
GERMAN KAISER ORDERING FORMATION OF A ‘NAVAL EXPEDITIONARY CORPS'
consisting of 2500 marines to embark for China. At their embarkation ceremony,

the German Kaiser gave his renowned “Hun Speech”.

Two steamer ships of the North German Uoyd
(“Wittekind" and “Frankfurt”) were chartered and departed from
Wilhelmshaven on 2 July 1900 with arrival at Takv, China, on 15 August 1900,
able to assist existing German Marines already engaged against the Boxers.

Domestic German postal rates were applicable for the navy & marines.

14 JULY 1900

Naval Ship 26:
“NDL Frankfurt"

View-card of the
'Frankfurt’,
postmarked on
board by a marine of
the '2" Marine
Battalion”, sent to
Cologne, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Célin,
29 July 1900"

5 Pfennig..
German domestic
posicard-rate.

15 JULY 1900

Naval Ship 2:
“NDL Wiltekind™

Cover, postmarked on
board by a marine of
the ‘1* Marine
Battalion”, sent to
Leipzig, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Caln,
29 July 1900"

10 Pfennig..
German domeslic
single-weight
(15 grams) lefter-rale.

Exp. Von Willmann



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Formation of the First Troop Convoy

July 1900

Upon the departure of the ‘Naval Expeditionary Force’ for China
on 2 July, an imperial direcfive ordered the
FORMATION OF THE ‘EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS’
consisting of 577 officers and 12,213 soldiers,
with assembly at Bremen and embarkation at Bremerhaven.

27 JULY 1900

Free-frank “Field-
Post” postcard,
postmarked at

Bremerhaven on the
first-day of
embarkation of the
first convoy,
sent to Berlin.

Arrival Postmark:

“(Berlin),
28 July 1900"

Foldpostbrief,

2 AUGUST 1900

Free-frank “Field-Post”

view-card,

posimarked at Bremen

on the second to lasi

day of embarkation of

the first convoy,
sent to Wickrath,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Wickrath,
3 August 1900"

“Volldampf voraus
nach Chinal”
(“Full steam ahead
fo Chinal")



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

First Troop Convoy to China

27 July - 4 August 1900

THE FIRST CONVOY TO CHINA CONSISTED OF
TEN CHARTERED TRANSPORT VESSELS
which commenced sailing from Bremerhaven between
27 July - 4 August 1900 with the first ship arriving
at Taku, China, on é September 1900.

20 AUGUST 1900

“German Naval Ship

Post Office No. 27"
(Blue postmark ink used
only on 20 & 26 August)

Steamer “Dresden”

(Voyage: 27 July-
6 September 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post
view-card, mailed
on-board at
Columbo, Ceylon,
sent to Berlin-
Schéneberg.

Arrival Postmark:
“(Berlin),
9 September 1900"

Unit Cachet:
“East Asiatic
Expedifionary Corps
Railway Constructfion
Company"”
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10 AUGUST 1900

“German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 28"

Steamer “Batavia”
(Voyage: 27 July-
9 September 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post
view-card, mailed
on-board at Port
Said, Egypt, sent to
Frankfurl/Main,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Frankfurt/Main,
17 August 1900"

Unit Cachet:
“East Asiafic
Expedition 1*! Infantry
Regiment”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

First Troop Convoy to China 27 July - 4 August 1900
26 AUGUST 1900
OhcaNo. 5 OSTAS. ExPéB CARD. s
Steamer “Rhein™ KR | E G S Kﬂs\s E e

(Voyage: 2 August-
13 September 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post view-
card, mailed
on-board at Columbo,
Ceylon, sent to Berlin.

Arrival Postmark:
“(Berlin),
14 September 1900"

Unit Cachet:
“East Asiafic Expeditionary
Corps ..
War Finance Office”

26 AUGUST 1900

“German Naval Ship Post
Office No. 50"

Steamer “Rhein”

Free-frank Field-Post view-
card, malled at sea in the
Indian Ocean, sent o

. ‘ﬂ . “Dr. Paul Maverberg, Chief
LA f’,ﬁ Medical Officer”, redirected
et since recipient was
“On Maneuver”,

Unit Cachet:
“East Asiatic Expedifion,
2nd Batfalion, 3¢ Infaniry
Regiment”

DEUTSCHE FELp

OSTKARTE.
16 AUGUST 1900

“German Naval Ship Post
Office No. 64"

Steamer "H.H. Meyer"

(Voyage: 4 August-
18 September 1900)

Free-frank “Field-Post"
graphic-card, endorsed...

DEUTSCHE FELD
Postkarte
mailed at seaq, sent to
Darmstadt, redirected fo
Frankfurt/Main, Germany.




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
First Troop Convoy to China 27 July - 4 August 1900
Mail to Bavarian Military Units

TROOPS FROM THE “KINGDOM OF BAVARIA" WERE ALSO PART OF
THE FIRST CONVOY TO CHINA.

BAVARIAN FIELD-POST
FORM CARD

REDIRECTED & RETURNED
TO SENDER

Konigreich Bayern

Seldpoitfarte

22 AUGUST 1900

Free-frank “Bavarian
Field-Post"” form-card,
sent from Munich,
Bavaria, fo a
infantryman in the
“Bavarian Battalion,
3 Company,

4" Infantry Regiment,
redirected to the 1+, 2™
& 3 Companies

without success in L .. Esfadron
finding the recipient
and retumned to sender ; ’Mtai[lon 4 SN <
in Munich.
i 2 A KL  Kompaanie | ~ Holonne
Munich Retumn —_— e
Postmark: m
“Munich,
SDecomper 1900 3 SEPTEMBER 1900

“German Naval Ship
Post Office No, 53"

Steamer “Phonicia”

(Voyage: 4 Augusi-
22 September 1900)

Free-frank “Field-Post”
graphic-card,
postmarked at Munich,
Bavaria, sent to a military
physician with the 4™
Regiment of the 2™
Bavarian Battalion.

i ons OrtasiaHisihen Zpiocliling,
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Graphic Reverse..
'Infantryman with Text’

“Whatever our burden will be over there, be it light or heavy,
we will clearly hold up your honor, Germany, fo the whole world"”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
First Troop Convoy to China
“HAPAG Steamer Phoénicia”

27 July -~ 4 August 1900

“TRAVEL ODYSSEY” MAIL ADDRESSED TO “MAJOR WICHURA" EN ROUTE TO CHINA
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8 AUGUST 1900

Mail to Steamer “Phénicia™
(Voyage: 4 August—-2] September 1900)

“Odyssey” Cover,

postmarked at Muizig, Germany,

addressed fo..
“Major Wichura™

(Commander of the 1* Baltalion, 4™ Infantry Regiment),
aboard Steamer “Phénicia®...

8 August 1900..

12 September 1900..

16 October 1900..
27 October 1900..
26 November 1900..

? November 1900..

14 November 1900..

12 March 1901..

Mail postmarked at Mutzig, routed over
Bremerhaven with NGL 'Australian Line'
Steamer to Sydney, Austrdlia;
At Sydney, mail re-directed to Port
Said, Egypt, altempting to connect with a
ship of the 'Expeditionary’ Convoy;
Mail re-directed at Port Said, Egypt, to Ching;
Mail tfransit Columbo, Ceylon;
Mail arrives at Chinese Post Office at Takou
(Taku/Tongkwv), Tschilli Province, North China,
not finding ship or addressee;
Mail arrives at Chinese Post Office at
Shanghai, not finding ship or addressee;
Mail arrives at British Post Office at Hong
Kong, again not finding ship or addressee;
Mail held 1-2 months and then returned to
Germany:;
Mail arrives at Mutzig, where post office clerk
endorses receipt for return to sender.

R T

g
iy %

o )

Reverse

20 Pfennig..
UPU Intemational
Single-Weight
(15 grams)
Lefier-Rate




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Formation of the Second Troop Convoy August 1900
(Lehe)

On 12 August an Imperial Directive ordered the
FORMATION OF A SECOND TROOP CONVOY
IN SUPPORT OF THE FIRST,
consisfing of 289 officers and 7,285 soldiers,
with assembly at
LEHE & BREMEN
with embarkation at
BREMERHAVEN.

31 AUGUST 1900

Free-frank Field-Post folded-letter,
(view of Bremen City Hall on reverse)
written by a soldier preparing for fransport to China,
postmarked at Lehe,
sent fo a comrade at Breslav,
twice re-directed, since recipient was on maneuvers.

Transit & Armival Postmarks:
“Breslau, 1 September 1900"

“Herrnmotscheinitz, 2 September 1900"
“Paukuswitz, 2 September 1900",



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Formation of the Second Troop Convoy August-September 1900
(Bremen)

7 SEPTEMBER 1900

Free-frank Field-Post
Fm'c“o
postmarked at
Bremen,
written by a soldier
preparing for fransport
to China,
sent to Mainz,
Germany.

Inscription on Reverse:
“Volldampf voraus
nach Chinal”
("Full speed ahead to
Chinal”)

Anival Postmark:
“Mainz,
8 September 1900”

7 SEPTEMBER 1900

Free-frank Field-Post
viewcard
with (blue-colored)
hand-stamp..

Faldpostbrief.
postmarked at
Bremen,
wiritten by a soldier
preparing for fransport
to China, sent to
Halle, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:

( Haller Machine Marking)
“Halle (Saale),

7 September 1900"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Second Troop Convoy to China

31 August - 7 September 1900

THE SECOND CONVOY TO CHINA CONSISTED OF
EIGHT CHARTERED TRANSPORT VESSELS
which commenced sailing from Bremerhaven beiween
31 August - 7 September1900 with the first ship ariving
at Taku, China, on 12 October 1900.

18 SEPTEMBER 1900

“German Naval Ship ol i A e B
Post Office No. 68" eutsche F eldvost karies

\6%3_[‘ CAIR D.

) Vo TYO Y - \

Steamer “Arcadia” ! 1:hs-1Dampier- 4l
(Voyage: 4 September-

29 October 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post
view-card (pyramids),
mailed on-board at
Suez, Egypt, sent to
Hamburg-Altona,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Altona,
25 September 1900"

Hand-Stanp:
“Devfsche
Feldpostkarie -
Reichs-Dampfer-
Arcadia”

(“German Field-Post
Imperial Steamer
Arcadia")

14 OCTOBER 1900

“German Naval Ship
Post Office
No. 70"

Steamer “Hannover"
(Voyage: 4 September-
19 October 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post
Form-Card, mailed
on-board at
Shanghai, sentto
Widrzburg, Bavaria,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Wirzburg,
23 November 1900"

Exp. Mansleld



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Second Troop Convoy to China 31 August - 7 September 1900
(Bremen)
Lo /) Dottarte u‘avgm, T
i Corle vty — sty gl ‘_;"“v_) /:""‘ ",‘ .
A" <. S
MSP 70 “HANNOVER" | NesovsT]
TRANSPORTED RANK & FILE OF THE /A ( - /
BAVARIAN INFANTRY REGIMENT ' Y iy i

Front

“German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 70

Steamer “Hannover”
(Voyage:
4 September - 19 Oclober
1900)

10 OCTOBER 1900

Free-frank Field-Post
NDL liner Menu, signed
by members of the
Bavarian Infantry,
mailed on board, sent
to their home-base at
Munich, Bavaria,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Minchen,
23 November 1900"

WL 7‘/ é
¢4ﬁk 0 {L A

| /i/ aaien bady
*ﬁljf.’._/f i ﬁﬁf.%;ééf"”f’;”- & o n



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Second Troop Convoy to China 31 August - 7 September 1900

21 October 1900

“German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 71"

Steamer “Valdavia"
(Voyage: 7 September-
27 October 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post
Form-Card, mailed
on-board at
Shanghai, sentto
Berlin, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“(Berin)
26 November 1900"

12 SEPTEMBER 1900

“German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 72"

Steames “Crefeid”

(Voyage: 4 September-
19 October 1900)

Free-frank Field-Post
View-Card, mailed
on-board at Shanghai,
sent fo

Incsription of Reverse:
“Volldampf voraus
nach Chinal”™
(“Full speed ahead
To Chinal”)

Exp. von Willmann



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Provisional Fieldpost .. Tongku 9 August - 2 September 1900

IN ADVANCE OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE EXPEDITIONARY
CORPS, A PROVISIONAL ‘FIELDPOST' STATION WAS
ESTABLISHED AT “TONGKU" (TAKU),
located at the mouth of the Peiho River on the Gulf of
Tschili (Pechili). Later, after the forces of the convoys had
fully arrived, the “Tongku Provisional Field-Post" became
part of the military mail system and became
“Fieldpost Station No. 4"

THREE TYPES OF “TONGKU" PROVISIONAL POSTMARKS EXIST,
with valid usage/armrival in Germany no later than
21 October 1900.

Exp. Bothe & ABGM-Berlin

Free-frank fieldpost cover,
undated-postmark,
‘Tongku Provisional Type I',
sent to Bemnstadt, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Bernstadt,
14 October 1900



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Provisional Fieldpost .. Tongku 9 August - 2 September 1900

Wide “00"/ f\
Positionad closely

Exp. R Stever

Free-frank fieldpost cover,
undated-postmark,
‘Tongku Provisionai Type I,
sent to Peitz, Germany, by
“Acting Marine Paymaster
Hans Meisch

on “HMS Jaguar”
(Gunboat)

Manuscript Mailing &
Arrival Markings:
(Reverse)
“24 August 1900
v (Tongkv)
“13 October 1900
(Peitz)



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Provisional Fieldpost .. Tongku 9 August - 2 September 1900

Wide "00"/
Positioned widely

btn Kastyy Ao s
Th-,‘(-w : &

Bt e 00t Tk bunnis

Front

Reverse

Cert.. R. Stever

Franked fieldpost “Mandarin” Cover,
undated postmark
Tongku Provisional Type II', cachet hand-stamps..

FeLDPosTRRIEr{ FELDPOSTBRIEF

sent to Bremerhaven by
“Senior Paymaster Krefzden”

Arrival Marking:

(Reverse)

“Bremerhaven, 27 September 1900”

10 Pfennig..
Single-weight (20-40 grams) domestic German
letter-rate applicable for military personnel
sending non-relative mail fo Germany.



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Provisional Fieldpost .. Tongku 9 August - 2 September 1900

Free-frank fieldpost
water-colored painted cover,
undated postmark
Tongku Provisional Type IlI’,
sent to Berlin, Germany.

Arrival Marking:
(Reverse)
“(Berlin), 13 October 1900"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Early Tientsin Fieldpost .. Types la & Ib September-November 1900

Located about 50 Kilometers (approx. 30 miles) from the mouth of the
Peiho River (Takv) and the Yellow Sea,
“TIENTSIN™ WAS A RAILWAY CROSSROADS AND LOCATION OF THE
GERMAN MILITARY “FIELDPOST" HEADQUARTERS.

&3

FELDPOST-
EXPEDITION

* /94

Type la

Only known used
as a favor cancel
1 Seplember (1900)

7 NOVEMBER
(1900)

ree-frank fieldpost
coveron
‘Astor House Hotel’
stationery
(Officer Billets),
postmarked
“Tientsin Type Ib",
sent to
Neum(nster,

Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Neuminster,

T 21 December1900"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Early Tientsin Fieldpost .. Type Ib November 1900

EXPEDITION

7 NOVEMBER (1900)

Free-frank fieldpost-card,
(Chinese Postal Stalionery/
New Year's Greetings) ,

first-day of use of “Tientsin Type Ib"™ Postmark,
sent to Gross-lichterfelde/Berlin, Germany.

Military Unit Marking:
“East Asiatic Expedition ..
War Finance Office”

Arrival Postmark:
“Gross Lichterfelde
(Potsdamer Bahnhof),

2 December1900"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code 'a’) 18 October 1900 - 31 August 1901

Once a formal military base with postal facilities
had been established at ‘Tientsin’,
A POSTMARK WAS INTRODUCED WHICH INDICATED
“IMPERIAL GERMAN FIELDPOST OF THE
EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS™.

REGISTERED FIELDPOST MAILTO GERMANY

27 JUNE (1901)

Registered letter written by
“Fieldpost Secretary Breyther", postmarked with
‘Tientsin Type lia’, Soscoliad
sent to Hamburg-Emsbdttel, Germany. “Tschili * (Petchili)

Provisional
Armrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Hamburg *19b,
16 August 1901"

40 Piennig..

20 Plg.. Single-welght (15 grams) UPU International Letter-Rate
+ 20 Plg.. Registrafion fee




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Types Il (Code ‘a’) 18 October 1900 - 31 August 1901

SOCALLED “MANDARIN" (DECORATIVE RICE-PAPER PRINTED) COVERS
WERE FAVORITES OF SOLDIERS TO SEND HOME.

8 NOVEMBER (1900)

Free-frank fieldpost “Mandarin” Cover, postmarked af Tientsin,
sent to Gorlitz, Germany

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“Gorlitz, 24 December 1900"

22 NOVEMBER (1900)

Free-frank fieldpost “Mandarin” Cover,
postmarked at Tientsin, sent to Lausigk, Germany.

Armival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“Lausigk, 2 January 1901"

Front



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘a’) Military Hospital Tientsin

e,
&)‘ 5 DECEMBER (1900)

s ¥ .
Q @ \("" 5 0\:0 Free-frank “Mandarin” cover, written by
“Dr. Mauersberg of the Milifary Hospital (Tientsin) "
= ?—/ with Type Il (a) postmark at Tientsin,
= sent to Schulenburg, Germany.
=
% Amival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Schulenburg,

20 January 1901”

Front



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Field Telegrams

Since underwater cable lines were non-German-owned, the cost of sending
full-message cable-telegrams to Germany was prohibitive (RM 5.75/word) for
military personnel and for military communications, inspiring
THE GERMAN POST OFFICE & MILITARY TO DEVELOP A NUMBERING SYSTEM REFLECTING
THE SERVICE MEMBER'S UNIT & PERONAL IDENTIFICATION ALONG WITH SIMPLIFIED
STANDARD TEXTS IN THE TRANSMISSION OF TELEGRAMS.

FIELD TELEGRAM CODE BOOK

I = TELEGRAMS WITH GENERAL MESSAGES

Telegrams were 50% subsidized by the German Government
for servicemen/ non-officers:

RM 3.00 - Servicemen/ Non-Officers
RM 6.00 = Officers

Il = TELEGRAMS WITH MESSAGES CONCERNING THE HEALTH OF THE SOLDIER

Telegrams with messages concerning the health of
servicemen were fully-paid by the German Military.



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘a’) Out-Bound Field Telegrams

FOR THE ENTIRE 27,000 MEMBERS OF THE GERMAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES,
MILITARY UNITS WERE CATALOGED IN BERLIN FROM 1-2100
WITH EACH SERVICEMAN OF A PARTICULAR UNIT ALLOCATED A
'LETTER' DESIGNATION OR IDENTIFICATION CODE.
99 STANDARD MESSAGE TEXTS WERE CODED BY NUMBER.

Boaar Segablf: _\! =
Serie
Message "46™
. “Hearifelt Good
Wre  —t> % Wishes and Regards
Rifleman Birkholz
é 4«“‘7 £
et dentlidy fireiben! ’ 7 {
Unit Identification:
“2r4 Company of the 5™ Regiment” of the
Eos‘l Asldlc Expocﬁﬁoncry Cocps

* Richter & Cerl. Steuer

OUT-BOUND NON- OFFICER FIElD-TEI.EGRAM

28 DECEMBER (1900)

Telegram sent from Tientsin, from “Rifleman Birkholz"
to his family in Germany at the address registered by him
with the military authorities prior to leaving Germany.

RM 3.00: 50% subsidized rate for
non-officer field-telegrams fo Germany.

10x 10-Pig Germania un-overprinted provisional stamps (Type Il)
+ RM 2.00 value

One of four known field-telegrams sent by
non-officers at RM 3.00 rate.



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code 'a’) In-Bound Field Telegrams

IN-BOUND TELEGRAMS WERE DELIVERED TO THE RECIPIENT BY MEANS OF
DEDICATED FORM-CARDS,
Messages were received by cable transmission using the same system as
was being used for oui-bound telegrams, fransposed in manuscript on the
card reverse and sent through the German Post Office o the recipient.

DURING THE CONFLICT PERIOD, TELEGRAM FORM-CARDS WERE HANDLED BY
REGISTERED MAIL, AND BY ORDINARY MAIL DURING THE
PROVISIONAL-GOVERNMENT AND/OR OCCUPATION PERIODS.

REGISTERED TELEGRAM
CARD
(War Period)

5 JANUARY (1901)

Telegram sent from
Berlin, dated
3 January 1901, to a
marine
of the 1* Marine Battalion
stationed at Peking.

Transit & Arrival
Postmarks: \
“Tientsin, 5§ January 1901"
“Peking
German Post Office,
6 January 1901"

Ceri. Steuer BPP

UNREGISTERED

TELEGRAM CARD
(Tientsin Provisional
Govermment Period)

21 MAY 1902

Telegram sent from
Berlin, dated
20 May 1902, to
“Soldier C-0512"
of the 2" Regiment,
2nd Battalion
at Tientsin.

Exp. Killan




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘a’) Soldier-Soldier Mail
Officer-Officer Mail

o1 é ” 4 ¥ 4
VPR s o, 20
of 7Y ,%, 5
‘.l-’ " ‘f j’k‘}n /[ “Z ﬁt\//x A 4 L N

21 NOVEMBER (1900)

Free-frank “Red-Band Cover”, Officer-Officer Mall,
postmarked at Tientsin, sent to Glogau, Germany, re-directed upon arrival.
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7 FEBRUARY (1901)

Free-frank view-card, Soldier-Soldier Mail, postmarked at Tientsin,
sent to Ingolstadt, Bavaria, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Ingolstadt, 31 March 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code 'b’) 18 October 1900 - 31 August 1901

A SECOND POSTMARK, SIMILARTO TYPE liq,
HAVING THE CODE 'b’, was in use during the similar period.

GERMAN-BOUND FIELDPOST MAIL RE-DIRECTED TO SWITZERLAND

16 NOVEMBER (1900)

Cover, sent by “Count von Platen”, a lieutenant,
postmarked Tientsin Type IIb’,
sent to Eutin (Libeck), Germany, upon arrival
(2 January 1901)
up-rated & re-directed to Lausanne, Switzerland.

Military Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic Expedition..
Mounted Cavalry Unit"

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Lausanne,

4 Janvary 1901”

20 Plennig..
Single-weight UPU International Letter-Rate



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘b') 18 October 1900 - 31 August 1901

MILITARY POST OFFICE
CLERK'S MAIL

26 APRIL(1901)
Cover, written by “Fieldpost

Ship’s Mail Clerk
Ofto Waezel",

FELDPOSTR RIEEJ

postmarked with
‘Tientsin Type lIb’,
sent fo Berlin, Germany.

Military Unit Validation
Cachet:
"East Asiatfic Expedition..
Fieldpost Expedifion”

Arival Postmark:
“(Berlin) 10 June 1901"

- B
osnm EXP w. FELDD:
b s ‘ nmsmn.gf_

FIELDPOST CARD SENTTO

THE INDEPENDENT
GERMAN PROVINCE OF
WURTTEMBERG

1.JULY (1901)

Free-frank German-Reich
Fieldpost Form Card,
postmarked with
Tientsin Type lIb’,
sent to Reutlingen,
Wirttemberg, Germany.

Military Unit Validation
Cachet:
“East Asiatic Expedition..

l r.\b 01 m-ﬂl

; .‘//V. KoL
e ROL

Staff of the Munitions
Column”

Arrival Postmark:
“Reutlingen Train Station,
18 August 1901”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Codes 'a’ & 'b’) Fieldpost Money Transfers

SERVICEMEN WERE PERMITTED FREE
TRANSFERS OF MONEY FOR
AMOUNTS UP TO RM 800.00,
completed on dedicated three-
part money-transfer forms along
with their name, unit identfification
and space for any short message.

RECIPIENT'S
MONEY-
TRANSFER
RECEIPT

18 MARCH
(1901)

Money transfer
(reciplent)
receipt
for RM 70.00
sent by
“Soldier
Waller"
of the
“6" East Asiatic
Field Battalion"
to his parents
in Germany.

Cerl. Stever BPP

SENDER'S MONEY-TRANSFER RECEIPT
21 APRIL 1901
Military Post Office

Sender's Receipt Form for a RM 40.21
transfer to Tongkv, China

Message from Reverse Side:

“Dear Parents!
Am sending here RM 70.
Please hold for me unfil | return.

Greefings, Heinrich™



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Tientsin Base Fieldpost .. Type Il (Code ‘b) 18 October 1900~ 31 August 1901

DIVISION
CHAPLAIN'S MAIL

2 JULY (1900)

Free-frank
fieldpost, sent by
“Division
Chaplain Dr.
Jaeke”,
postmarked at
Tientsin, to
Hanover,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Hannover,
18 August 1901

NON-FIELDPOST MAIL
- - - = —— —— = ~  SENTTHROUGH GERMAN

Pofttarte

MILITARY POST OFFICE

22 JUNE (1901)

Philatelic-inspired
complete reply-card
postal stationery,
postmarked at Tientsin,
sent fo Wiesbaden,
Germany.
47-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Wiesbaden,

8 August 1901"

5 Plennig..
Colonial postcard-rafe
for mail sent to Germany

Exp Schmiti



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Peking Provisional Fieldpost (Type 1) 11 September - 13 November 1900
“ '”o
Upon the relief of Peking in August 1900, a provisional A »
German Postal Station was opened in September, 3 i
which used
TWO WOOD-CARVED PROVISIONAL POSTMARKS: M
Type | = Soft Wood & Type Il = Hard Wood. cek

Type | = Soft Wood

CHINESE RICE-PAPER “MANDARIN" COVER
OCTOBER (1900)

free-frank cover, postmarked with
“"Peking Provisional Type I",
sent o Weissenfels, Germany.

Arival Postmark:
Reverse

( )
“Weissenfels, 15 November 1900"

OFFICER'S MAIL
(25) OCTOBER (1900)

Fieldpost Form Card,
postmarked with
“Peking Provisional
Type I”,
sent fo
Kiel Naval Base,
Germany.

Armival Postmark:
“Kiel,
21 December 1900"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Peking Provisional Fieldpost (Type 1) 11 September~ 13 November 1900

MARINE PAYMASTER
MAILTO
GERMAN NAVAL
TRANSPORT SHIP
“HMS WORTH"

OCTOBER (1900)

Free-frank cover,
"peking Provisional
Typel",
sent to HMS Wérth
at Takv Harbor,
but routed over Shanghai
& Tsingtav, Kiautschou.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Weissenfels,

15 November 1900"

REVERSE:

Transit Postmarks:
“Shanghai,
German Post Office,
3 October 1900

“Tsingtav,
Kiautschou
6 November 1900"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Peking Provisional Fieldpost (Type II) 11 September - 13 November 1900

PROVISIONAL POSTMARK 'TYPE II
WAS CARVED FROM HARD WOOD.

CHINESE RICE-PAPER “MANDARIN" COVER

Free-frank,
so-called “Mandarin” Cover,
postmarked with
“Peking Provisional Type II",
sent to Halle, Germany,
by a member of the
1 Marine Battalion.

A e P R R

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Halle,

29 October 1900"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Peking Provisional Fieldpost (Type II) 11 September - 13 November 1900

MARINE'S MAIL
WRITTEN AT
ROYAL PALACE
AT PEKING

(Historically Important
Lefter Enclosed)

OCTOBER (1900)

Free-frank
Chinese silk cover,
postmarked with
(hardwood)

hand-cancel

‘"Peking Provisional
Type ll",
sentto
Uder, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“Uder,
5 December1900”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

“Taku SUd-Fort” Provisional Postmark 9-26 November 1900

In June 1900, the “Forts at Taku"”, over-looking the mouth of the Pei-Ho River
at the “Gulf of Tschili”", were manned by Chinese Adillery, preventing
German and allied naval vessels from anchoring in the bay af “Taku™.

In order to eliminate the guns, German
and allied marines successfully stormed the forts on 16-17 June.

IN NOVEMBER 1900,
GERMAN FORCES ESTABLISHED A SIGNAL STATION ALONG WITH A SHORT-
LIVED PROVISIONAL POSTAL STATION AT THE FORTS,
which used a wood-carved postmark. Mail was later handled by
“Fieldpost Station No. 4 “ at Tongku.

Rownrvd your 1'ad

13 NOVEMBER (1900)

Free-frank UPU View-card, double-postmarked
at “Taku SGd-Fort”™
Signal-Station-Base Provisional Postal Station,

sent fo Kiel, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
*Kiel,
2 Janvary 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
War-Front & Home-Front Propaganda Mail 1900 - 1901

WAR-FRONT
PROPAGANDA

9 JANUARY 1901 ’m‘"\\ ,‘@‘EG)':“CMUPL&T

.
"I". v

Free-frank soldier's
mail, postmarked at
Tientsin, sent to
Berlin, Germany.

(ERASERIN
o} BITETWELEN MOizD un)
1) TOTYCHAG om ENGSEHULDIGU A D

£ AVCH NICHT MEHT
OMMEN c’ -

vou CHinA
Armival Postmark:

(Reverse)
" (.em)'
21 February 1901"

“Greetings From the
War Front ..
Public Nolice:
The Empress of
China extends her
regrets for death &
murder. It should
nof fake place

again...

Liung Schang Cx:
(Chinese Government
Official)

HOME-FRONT
PROPAGANDA

1 JANUARY 1901

Local Hanover-City
postal card mail, with

privately-applied

messages:

“In celebration of the
Turn of the Century on
31 December 1900 ..

May God grant us
peace in China 1901.

God Bless the brave
Boer People.”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 1 ... Kaumi
Fieldpost Stafion Network 24 November 1900 - 4 July 1901

With the amival of the froop convoys, the

Pek'"g.--'-'., i R~ 'FIELDPOST EXPEDITION'
§ ""‘-.V'c',”' “_, 7 Cresmacho {postal services unit for the Expeditionary Corps)
Fouping & T“'N'-'"O. A ESTABLISHED A SERIES OF TEN POSTAL STATIONS
S 0 Paotmglu # IN STRATEGIC MILITARY LOCATIONS.
a ofllh)l.u.huu

“Station No. 1" was located 99 Kilometers
(approx. 40 miles) from Tsingtau, Kiautschou
(Geman-Leasehold Territory), along the imporiant
Schantung Railway Line.

3 Sty S o,
& e Jg-*“‘ '-.\.,Dﬁaurm

10 MAY (1901) — - =5 e
Non-fieldpost cover,

postmarked at
Fieldpost Station

No. 1, sentto B
Tsingtav, Kiautschou I
Territory. ﬁa 4} &v(
Armrival Postmark: h; (.
v(kov:uo) '(&t i @,f/ﬂ/

“Tsingtav,
Kiautschou, Ot f A1 Ogese i
15 May 1901" -~
10 Pfennig.. (II) M
Single-weight P
(15 groms) letter-rate ‘L —
for mail sent between (’f’w"z/y M .
German Post Offices
in China. Exp. Or. Stever BPP
Do&fart?. 3 OCTOBER (1901)
Non-fieldpost
Un “Gruss-aus
Kiautschou"

’ Posicard, postmarked
- /‘2 E at Fieldpost Station
~ s e R S RS (i No. 1, sent to
m M ; PSS S
: e T / 5 Plennig.. (II)
Colonial-rate for

% /Z 2’2—7 pomfn to

B




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 2 ... Peking
Fieldpost Station Network 9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

FIELD MARSHALL ‘COUNT von WALDERSEE'
WAS SUPREME COMMANDER OF GERMAN FORCES OF THE
‘EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS'.

18 December (1900)

(Free-frank) money transfer
receipt covering RM 800.00
transferred by ‘Count von
Waldersee' to Germany.

11 NOVEMBER
(1900)

Free-frank
cover,
written by
‘Count von
Waldersee',
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 2, sent o
Hanover,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
(Revarse)
“Hannover,
27 December
1900"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 2... Peking
Fieldpost Station Network 9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

REGISTERED FIELDPOST STATION MAIL
TRANSFERRED TO THE GERMAN POST OFFICE IN PEKING

2 SEPTEMBER 1901

Registered cover, embossed
§iL, va “Imperial German Legation”,
G written by Staff Physician “Dr. Velde ",
501 5y registered at

Waiferlich
Brulfth (ﬁt[.mbl

“Fieldpost Station No. 2 of the 1 Army™
but transferred fo the
Imperial German Post Office at Peking
("Peking™ hand-stamped on registration label)
for forwarding to Frankfurt (Main), Germany

Amrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Frankfurt (Main),
13 October 1901"

40 Piennig..
(Type ll Provisional Stamp Usage)

Roverse 20 Pig.. Single-weight
UPU International Letter-Rate +
20 Pig.. Regishralion Fee



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 2 ... Peking
Fieldpost Station Network 9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

Supplementary Marking
“Peking Kaiserpalast"
(Emperor’s Palace)

German military units occupied the palace
grounds with a supplementary marking
applied to their mail.

31 MARCH (1901)

Free-frank fieldpost
form card, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 2,
sent fo
“1¥ Lieutenant
Hinkelmann",
photographer, stationed
at Paotingfu, China
(Fieldpost Station No. 7).

Unit Validation Mark:
“4" Company of the 1"
East Asiatic Rifle
Regiment”

Exp. Bothe/AG-Berlin

3 APRIL(1901)

Free-frank cover,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 2, sentto
Duisburg, Germany.

Unit Validation Mark:
“1st Company, 1"
East Asiatic Rifle
Regiment”

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Duisburg,

15 June 1901"




Emperor’s Palace
Original Print 1842
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EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 2 ...

Fieldpost Station Network

29 MARCH (1901)

Free-frank marine's
mail, postmarked
at Fieldpost Station
No. 2, sentto

Grimma, Germany.

Unit Validation
Mark:
“Headquarters of
the 1 Marine
Battalion"

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Grimma,

12 May 1901”

The headquarters of the 1¥ Marine Battalion
was located at the German Legation at Peking.

Peking
9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901
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28 MAY (1901)

Free-frank marine’s
mail, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 2,
sent to Kiel, Germany.

Unit Validation Mark:
“Headquarters of the
1*' Marine Baftalion™

Arnival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Kiel,

13 July 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Station Network

Station No. 2 ... Peking
9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

or affixed with a label,

MAIL FROM GERMANY SENT TO SOLDIERS IN CHINA
During peacetime, mail fo soldiers had to be endorsed,
“SOLDIER'S MAIL.. PERSONAL MATTERS OF THE RECIPIENT™.
During the Boxer Revolt Period, such labels were not mandatory.

TURN-LETTER .. GERMANY-CHINA-GERMANY

i

Inside View

13 MARCH 1901

Free-frank (label affixed) cover,
Aplerbeck, Germany,
sent to “Marine G. Minkler,
2" Company.
2~ Marine Bdldon. Pel:hg

TURN COVER REPLY:
29 APRIL (1901)

Free-frank Marine’s Mail reply
(using same envelope turned inside-
out), postmarked Fieldpost Station No.
-

sent to Brackel, Germany.

Unit Validation Mark & Endorsement:
“27 Company,
Imperial 24 Marine Batfalion”

Armrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Brackel, 10 June 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Stafion Network

Station No. 2 ... Peking
9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

Free-franking privilege was only valid for soldier's mail, when
THE SOLDIER'S UNIT VALIDATION STAMP OR ENDORSEMENT

APPEARED ON THE COVER OR POSTCARD.

1 JULY (1901)

Free-frank fieldpost
view card, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 2,
sent to
Alirddnitz, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“ Altridnitz,
8 August 1901"

Unit Validation Mark:
“3" Company,
1* East Asiatic
Expedifionary
Infaniry Regiment”

o
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3 AUGUST (1901)

Free-frank view card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 2, sentto
Magdeburg,
Germany.

Armrival Postmark:
“Magdeburg,
14 September 1901"

Unit Validation Mark:
“2"d Company,
27 East Asiatic

Expeditionary
Infaniry Regiment”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Stafion Network

Station No. 2 ... Peking
9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

INCORRECTLY ADDRESSED
IN-BOUND MAIL FROM
GERMANY

30 AUGUST 1900

Free-frank in-bound
cover, postmarked at
Potsdam, Germany,
sent fo

Wagner" of the
1# Company, 1¥ Infantry
Regiment”.

Since the recipient was
not part of that unif, the
cover was circulated fo
the 2nd 3 g 4™
Companies without
success with final return
on
30 December 1900
to the Naval Post Office
by the German Post Office
at Peking.

“MANDARIN" COVER
USAGE

9 NOVEMBER (1900)

postmarke
Fieldpost Station No. 2,
sent to Insterburg,
East Prussia, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Insterburg,
24 December 1900"




MANDARIN RICE-PAPER LETTER STATIONERY
(9 November 1900)




Station No. 2 ... Peking

EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
9 November 1900 - 31 August 1901

Fieldpost Station Network
FIELDPOST MAIL USING CHINESE POSTAL STATIONERY

PEKING FIELDPOST MAIL

TRANSFERRED TO GERMAN
POST OFFICE
19 NOVEMBER (1900)
Free-frank
“Shanghai Local Post”
Postal Stationery
used as fieldpost, with
FELDPOSTBRIEF
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 2,
fransferred to the German
Post Office at Peking,
sent fo
“Lieutenanf Staehle™
at Tientsin.
Unit Validation
Endorsement:
“Fieldposf Clerk Peking"
FIELDPOST MAILTHROUGH
CHINESE POST OFFICE
AT PEKING
8 JUNE (1901)
- Fieldpost mail on a Chinese
Postal Stationery Card,
postmarked at the Chinese
Post Office at Peking,
fransferred to
Fieldpost Station No. 2,
sent to Frankfurt/Main,
Germany.
Arrival Postmark:
“Frankfurt (Main),

4 August 1901”

1Cent ..

Local Chinese Posicard Rate
{iransfered from Chinese Pos! Office to Gemman Fieldpost)
+ free-frank to Germany

Reverse Side Artwork



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 3 ... Yangtsun
Fieldpost Station Network 2 September 1900 - 30 April 1901

One of the first railway streiches on the
Taku-Peking line to be rebuilt after the Boxer Revolt was at
“YANGTSUN",

A STRATEGIC MILITARY LOCATION HAVING
“FIELDPOST STATION NO. 3",

1 OCTOBER (1900)

Free-frank UPU
view-card, postmarked
at

Fieldpost Station No. 3,
sent to
Géilitz, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Garlitz,
16 November 1900"

4 SEPTEMBER (1900)
Free-frank “Mandarin” Cover, postmarked at
, Fieldpost Station No. 3, Third-Day Usage at
sent fo Allendar (Coblence), Germany. Station No. 3
Arrival Postmark:

“Allendar, -- October 1900"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Station Network

‘TONGKU HARBOR' WAS THE BRIDGEHEAD FOR ARRIVING

ALLIED TROOPS DURING THE BOXER REVOLT,
of strategic importance and location of
Fieldpost Station No. 4.

9 SEPTEMBER (1900)

Free-frank
fieldpost form-card,
at

postmarked
Fieldpost Station No. 4,
sent fo

Bremen, Germany.

Armival Postmark:
(Haller Machine Mark)
“Bremen,

30 October 1900"

Stafion No. 4 ... Tongku
2 September 1900 - 30 August 1901

9 OCTOBER (1900)

Free-frank
postal card,
written by a member
of Gunboat

Armival Postmark:
“Altona,
24 November 1900"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 4

... Tongku
Fieldpost Station Network 2 September 1900 - 30 August 1901
“TONGKU" WAS A RAILWAY HUB ON THE NORTH-BOUND
‘SCHANHAIKWAN RAILWAY'

with strategic importance for military traffic with Russia.
/; A((//:f B F.q ’\%QOSIJ‘(} W
1 JANUARY (1901) AMMSESSS : v A\ o
Weliposiy e e il { mio it e | | ?_- v
Free-frank W
Chinese UPU Postal NA S/

Card, postmarked at

Wiesbaden, Germany.

. oy : ‘. >
i < ~ ? N g
Fieldpost Station No. 4, _ / vl %M dI A L2 W
sent to , i

Arrival Postmark:
“Wiesbaden,

=
—

20 February 1901"

4 APRIL (1901)

Free-frank Fieldpost
using an Imperial
Chinese Railway
Telegraph Card,

postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 4,
sent fo Magdeburg,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Magdeburg-
Buchau,

16 May1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 5 ... Tientsin
Fieldpost Stafion Network 2 September 1900 - 18 October 1900

After the relief of Peking & Tientsin,
A PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE ALLIES
AT 'TIENTSIN' ALONG WITH GERMAN 'FIELDPOST STATION NO. 5'.

2 SEPTEMBER (1900)

Free-frank cover,
officer's-mail,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 5, sent o
Bartenstein,
East Prussiq,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Bartenstein,
20 October 1900"

First Day Usage

20 SEPTEMBER (1900)

Free-frank Fieldpost
form-card, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 5,
sent to
Rendsburg, Germany.

14 OCTOBER (1900)

Free-frank Chinese UPU
Card, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 5,
sent to Munich,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Midnchen,
23 November 1900"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 5 ... Tientsin
Fieldpost Station Network 2 September 1900 - 18 October 1900

GERMANY-BOUND RE-DIRECTED, POSTALLY INSPECTED & RE-SEALED MAIL

13 OCTOBER (1900)

Free-frank cover, written by “Headquarters Staff Physician Hildebrandt”,
postmarked at Fieldpost Station No. 5,
sent to a relative in the “10™ Adilliery Regiment” at Strassburg, Alsace, Germany.

Upon arival ot Strassburg, forwarded to Schéneberg (Berlin),
where recipient could not be located, requiring
mail to be inspected for more information, with subsequent
re-sealing and forwarding to recipient.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:

(Reverse)
“21 November 1900, Strassburg”
“21 November 1900, Schéneberg”
“22 November 1900, Schéneberg”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 6 ... Lung-Tsun-Kuan

Fieldpost Station Network (Langisouanking)
17 - 25 May 1901

MOBILE FIELDPOST STAITON NO. 6,
the farthest station west of Peking, in the mountains, along the
Great Wall of China,
HAD THREE DIFFERENT LOCATIONS:

Tschingtschou = 18 April - 4 May 1901
Fouping = 5~ 16 May 1901
Langtsouanking = 17 -25 May 1901

18 MAY (1901)

Free-frank cover, written at “Lung-Tsun-kuan”,
by Chinese Post Office carrier o

Ceort. Dr. Stover

Fieldpost Station No. é at Langtsovanking,
sent to Nuremberg, Bavaria, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“-- June 1900, NGmberg"

Unit Validation Mark:
“20d Battalion, 4" Infantry Regiment,
East Asiatic Expeditionary Corps”

s Cenl.. (Reverse)
Chinese Posi Office fee for mail carrier
to German Fieldpost Station No. § at “Langisovanking”,




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 7 ... Paofingfu
Fieldpost Station Network 20 November 1900~ July 1901

Located on the main telegraph & shipping route
south to the cities of Hankau & Canton,
“PAOTINGFU" WAS THE CAPITAL OF “TSCHILI" PROVINCE,
OF STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE TO ALLIED FORCES,
with German Fieldpost Station No. 7 established there.

5 DECEMBER (1900)

Free-frank
“Mandarin” Cover,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 7,
sent to Dresden,
Saxony, Germany.

5 DECEMBER (1900)

Free-frank
“Mandarin” Cover,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 7,
sent fo

Berlin, Germany.
Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“(Berlin) ..
Post Office No. 50,
20 January 1901




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Station No. 7 ... Paotingfu

Fieldpost Station Network 20 November 1900~ July 1901

Servicemen's registered mail was not free but subject fo the
standard UPU rates for international mail

REGISTERED MAIL ... FIELDPOST STATION NO. 7 ... 15T ARMY

8 JUNE (1901)

Registered cover, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 7,
sent to
$t. Johann, Saar Province, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“St. Johann. --- July 1901

Unit Validation:
“4" Infanfry Regiment,
East Asiatic Expeditionary Corps™

40 Plfennig..
20 Pig.. Single-weight (15 grams) UPU
infernational letter-Rale + MONEY ORDER
20 Plg.. Regisirafion Fee 1R ANSFER RECEIPT

9 JANUARY (1901)

Postal money-order
receipt for RM 1.00, sent
by “Lieutenant Witte",
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 7.




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 7 ... Paofingfu
Fieldpost Station Network 20 November 1900 - July 1901

Although there was no official Imperial German Post Office at
“Paolingfu”,
THE MILITARY POSTAL STATION FUNCTIONED AS
AS A TEMPORARY GERMAN POST OFFICE STATION WITH
SOME MAIL BEING AFFIXED WITH
A SUPPLEMENTAL "PAOTINGFU"™ POSTAL MARKING.

~, 7
(/ (-‘-Qf;fé.’-'(, .12,{“7(}:;‘67‘7

(

30 MARCH (1901)

Free-frank cover, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 7
with supplemental postal marking,
sent to
Heidelberg, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Heidelberg. 17 May 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 7 ... Paotingfu
Fieldpost Station Network 20 November 1900 - July 1901

FIELDPOST MAILTO
FRANCE

1 APRIL(1901)

Mandatory-franked,
Fieldpost Form-Card,
at
Fieldpost Station No. 7,
sent to Paris, France.

Unit Validation:

“1 Battalion, 4"
Infaniry Regiment, East
Asiatic Expedifionary
Corps”

10 Plennig..
(Type |l Provisional
Stamp Usage)
UPU international
Postcard-Raile.

FIELDPOST MAILTO
GERMANY

26 MAY (1901)

Free-frank
UPU Postal Card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 7,

Armrival Postmark:
“Brandenburg,
7 July 1901"

Unit Validation:
“15 Batialion, 3 East
Asiatic Infantry
Regiment”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 7 ... Paotingfu
Fieldpost Stafion Network 20 November 1900 - July 1901

Since China first became a member of the UPU on 1 September 1914,
any international mail through the Chinese Post Office had fo be
routed through a foreign post office in China, albeit Chinese postage
rates were applicable, i.e. DOUBLE FRANKING,
albeit fieldpost mail was free-frank.

CHINESE FRANKING ON GERMAN FIELDPOST MAIL

[ &= fEEoe
3 FEBRUARY (1901) || ERREIBASIDE

Chinese-franked
postal-stationery
card,
postmarked at

Fieldpost Station 1Hll 8 : ? fd// 4 .
No. 7, IS LELLH & CARAAAPE AT

sent to Dresden, 5| B !
Saxony, Germany. 31! e W . B
; /,’MA‘K.(/ Fer o Aor g’

/r

free-frank fieldpost

with added 8 Cents 1]l & , g
over-franked | w3 : z //:f —/ EPp m P02
i LS5 :

{1 Cenl)
UPU Intemational
Posicard-Rale. A
=Ll j‘n’..:;.‘*?b:*i? o8 eSeSeseSeNese

23 MAY (1901)

Chinese-franked &
Paoting-postmarked
view-card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 7, sentto
Beuthen, Upper-
Silesia, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Beuthen,
8 July 1901"

Free-frank fieldpost
with added 7 Cents
UPU infernalional

=2 Posicard-Rate.




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Station Network

ON 26 NOVEMBER 1900,

one day prior to the arival of the 'Station No. 8' date-stamp,

A SUPPLEMENTAL POSTMARK “SHANHAIKUAN DEUTSCHE POST"
WAS USED TO POSTMARK OUT-GOING FIELDPOST MAIL

From 27 December, it was used as a supplemental postmark.

FORERUNNER
SUPPLEMENTAL
POSTMARK USAGE

26 NOVEMBER 1900

free-frank officer's
mail, postmarked at
Shanhaikuan, sent fo

Breslau, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Breslav,

17 January 1901"

Less than five
examples known.

Station No. 8 ... Shanhaikvan
27 November 1900 -31 August 1901

Cerl. Haspel BPP

FIELDPOST AND
SUPPLEMENTAL USED
POSTMARKS

15 MARCH (1901)

Free-frank fieldpost
form-card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 8
with supplemental
postal marking,
sent to

Laubegast,
Germany.

Anival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Llaubegast.

9 May 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 8 ... Shanhaikuan
Fieldpost Station Network 27 November 1900 -31 August 1901

REGISTERED COVER THROUGH THE GERMAN FIELDPOST MAIL SERVICE
FROM THE AUSTRIAN MARINE DETACHMENT AT SHANHAIKUAN TO THEIR HEADQUARTERS ABOARD
AUSTRIAN NAVAL VESSEL “HMS QUEEN MARIA THERESA™

15 APRIL (1901)

Registered cover, postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 8,
with registration label
“Fieldpos! Station No. 8 of the 1 Army”",
sent to
‘HMS Queen Maria Theresa
anchored at “Taku" (Tongku).

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Tongku, German Post Office.
17 April 1901"

40 Piennig...
20 Pig. Single-weight (15 grams) UPU Intemnational Letter-Rate +
20 Pig. Registered Fee



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 8 ... Shanhaikuan
Fieldpost Station Network 27 November 1900 -31 August 1901

During the night of 28 February 1901, a shipment of fireworks
Ignited and cavsed a major fire af the Shanghai German Post Office,
resulfing in many sacks of German Fieldpost No. 8

being destroyed or damaged.

RECOVERED DAMAGED MAIL WAS CACHET HAND-STAMPED AND
FORWARDED TO DESTINATION:

Beschidigt durch Braadungluck
im Postamt Shanghai.
(“Damaged from the Shanghal Post Office Fire”)

FIELDPOST STATION NO. 8 MAIL DAMAGED IN-TRANSIT
THROUGH THE GERMAN POST OFFICE FIRE AT SHANGHAI ON 28 FEBRUARY 1901

24 FEBRUARY (1901)

Free-frank fieldpost form-card,
postmarked at Fieldpost Station No. 8,
fire-damaged cachet hand-stamped,
sent to Schéneberg (Berlin), Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Schéneberg (Berlin).
9 April 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 8 ... Shanhaikvan
Fieldpost Station Network 27 November 1900 -31 August 1901

Located on the Northeast Railway line between Tongku and Mukden,
“Shanhaikuan" was a strategic location for German Forces.
UPON CLOSURE OF THE GERMAN FIELDPOST STATION,
A GERMAN POST OFFICE OPENED AT 'SHANHAIKUAN' ON 1 SEPTEMBER 1901

Rostcarte — WELTPOSPTVEREIN

"
5\ Carte postale Union postale universells

16 JUNE (1901)

Free-frank UPU
View-card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 8,
sent to Rengersdorf,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
"Rengersdorf,
4 August 1901"

15 AUGUST (1901)

Doittarte

S L

i Free-frank view card,
= postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
A e VR g No. 8’
y/ sent fo
Leipzig-
Volksmarsdorf,
Germany.

oK e a? b mﬂ(&l/ﬂ; .78 “c:'e’;:z,l’:am
> 7 5 > = Volkmarsdorf.
e é‘%“/ ,jﬁ 2 4 30 September 1901"

gafie und Bansnmmmes



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 9 ... Peithaho
Fieldpost Station Network 22 May 1901 - 31 August 1901

One of three strategically-located fieldpost stations on the
Northeast Railway Line between Tongku and Mukden,
“PEITHAHO" WAS LOCATED BETWEEN
FIELDPOST STATIONS 8 (SHANHAIKUAN) AND 10 (KAIPING).

6 JUNE (1901)

Free-frank view card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station No. 9,
sent fo Babenhausen,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Rengersdorf,
4 August 1901"

Unit Validation Cachet:
“Bavarian Unit..
2™ Company,
é" Regiment™

7 JULY (1901)
Free-frank UPU

Arrival Postmark:
“Bindlach.
10 August 1901"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 10 ... Kaiping
Fieldpost Station Network 21 May 1901 - 25 August 1901

One of three strategically-located fieldpost stations on the
Northeast Railway Line between Tongkv and Mukden,
“KAIPING" WAS LOCATED BETWEEN
FIELDPOST STATIONS 4 (TONGKU) AND 9 (PEITHAHO).

4 JULY (1901)

Free-frank Chinese
UPU Card, postmarked
at
Fieldpost Station
No. 10,
sent to Zrbig,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Z8rbig
18 August 1901"

Ex Romanov Exp. Dr. Stever BPP

18 JUNE (1901)

Free-frank view card,
postmarked at
Fieldpost Station
No. 10,
sent to
Leipzig, Saxony,
Germany.

Unit Validation Mark:
“1+ Battalion,
3 Infantry Regiment,
East Asiatic
Expeditionary Corps”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Station No. 10 ... Kaiping
Fieldpost Station Network 21 May 1901 - 25 August 1901

“Value Letters”, i.e. insured mail, up to Mks 150.00 in valve, not exceeding
50 grams in weight, were handled as registered mail, and were free of
postage for military servicemen.

DURING ITS OPERATION IN CHINA, THE GERMAN FIELDPOST SYSTEM HANDLED SIX
MILLION UNITS OF MAIL OF WHICH ONLY 1553 UNITS WERE VALUE-LETTERS.

22 MAY (1901)

Officer's value letter in the amount of Mks 14.00 (23.5 grams),
postmarked at Fieldpost Station No. 10,
sent to
Neuenhaus with re-direction to Fulda, Germany.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
"Tongku, German Post Office, 22 May 1901"
(Reverse)

"Nevenhaus (Hanover), 25 July 1901"
“Fulda, 26 July 1901”

Free-frank for military & value-letter mail under 50 grams to Germany.
20 Pfennig affixed & postmarked af the 'Tongku' German Post Office
by postal clerk assuming fee was required for officer’s mall
handled as registered value-iefter.



OTHER STAMP USAGES

FIELDPOST POSTMARKS 1900-1901

STAMPS NOT ISSUED TWO-MARK HIGH
OR SOLD IN CHINA VALUE ISSUE USED
FOR PARCELS &

FIELD TELEGRAMS

No. 7: Paotingfu

FIRST REGULAR STAMP
ISSUE.. GERMAN REICH
CROWN & EAGLE SERIES
WITH "CHINA® AT 56°

No. 5: Tientsin Tientsin-Base (Early) No. 2: Peking No. 7: Paotingfu No. 10: Kaiping

SECOND REGULAR STAMP ISSUE..
GERMAN "REICHSPOST' SERIES
WITH "CHINA' OVERPRINT..
ISSUED JANUARY/APRIL 1901

No. 2: Peking No. 2: Peking
Exp Mansfeld Exp Bothe

Unique Example!
ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE !



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Inbound Parcel Post & Letter Mail
Mail to China From Germany

PARCEL POSTTO
SUPPORT TRANSPORT
SHIP OF THE FAR EAST
CRUISER SQUADRON

20 DECEMBER (1900)

2 kilo parcel,
postmarked at
Hamburg, sent to the
officer's mess aboard
“HMS Brandenburg”
(Period of Activity in
Chinese Waters:
(Boxer Campaign)

30 July 1900-

9 August 1901

RM 1.00..
Flat-rate for parcels up
to 2.5 kilo for millitary &

naval personnel.

INBOUND LETTER-MAIL
TO A SOLDIER AT
TIENTSIN

7 JANUARY (1901)

Free-frank cover,
postmarked at
Jeetze, Germany,,
sent to a recipient in
the “Howitzer
Munitions Column” at
Tientsin.

Free-frank from
Germany as long as
endorsed
“Soldier’s Mall ..
Personal Matters
involving the
Recipient”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS August 1900 - September 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Hankau

OFFICIAL NAVAL MAIL TO “HMS LUCKS"

13 NOVEMBER 1900 Transit & Amival Postmarks:
(Reverse)
Free-frank official mail, .
postmarked af the German Post Office at Hankauv, Hong Kong,

sent to the 21 November 1900"

Imperial German Gunboat “HMS Lucks™

docked at Canton, China “Canton,

22 November 1900"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China

15 July 1900 - 1906
Langfang

“Langfang”, located halfway between Peking and Yangisun on the
strategically important Peking-Taku Railway Line, site of a German
military base without an official fieldpost station designation,
RESULTING IN MAIL BEING TRANSFERED TO THE GERMAN POST OFFICES AT,
INITIALLY, 'TIENTSIN' AND, LATER, 'PEKING' FOR FORWARDING.

o BT i . 0 o~ Pew-tha-ho

Fouping ‘_:'; Tientsin @7, o
~OPaclinglu & e

_@3 Tingtschou ,5: GL;”
e (0]
F Tschili

g N7

Peking“.? Kaiping q{f Gulf
—— ,-‘0‘»,' Yangtsun o‘“““"““.o hanhaikuan

|

L0 THEIN MHTEIRIEL L VEELAGEANRTALY wihidhviliAL
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Tonds diseis sewmizon

AYHOR VY UEAOM OXIINFINAL T OXILATHA E¥ERa0

2 FEBRUARY 1901 I

Free-frank view-card ~
(Count von Waldersee inspecling froops),
written at “Langfang" Military Base,
postmarked at Peking,
sent fo Altenburg, Province Saxony-Anhalt,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Front)
“Altenburg, 30 March 1901"

e (ol - Postkarte —Post Car(;i(;d‘-".'r,\_
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EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS August 1900 - September 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China

REGISTERED OFFICIAL MILITARY MAIL

30 APRIL 1901

Free-frank official registered mail from the
“1¥ Infantry Regiment of the
East Asiatic Expeditionary Corps”,
endorsed “Militaria”, postmarked at Peking,
sent fo the

Imperial Courts of Wirltemberg at
Gross Eislingen, State of Witemberg, Germany.

Arrival Posimark:
(Reverse)
“Eislingen,

10 June 1901"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS August 1900 - September 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Peking

FIELDPOST FORM-CARD MAIL .. 1900

INBOUND MAIL,
RE-DIRECTED & RETURNED
TO GERMANY

6 DECEMBER 1900

Free-frank inbound
Form-Card to
“Rifleman Rump of the
2 |Infantry Regiment”,
postmarked at Kiel,
Germany, vpon arrival
soldier not located at the
2" then 1* Regiments,
and subsequently
refurned fo Germany.

Transit & Arrival
Postmarks:
“Peking,
German Post Office,
19 January 1901"

“Kiel, 8 March 1901"

OUTBOUND MAILTO
GERMANY

14 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank outbound
Form Card,
postmarked at the
German Post Office
at Peking, sent to
Magdeburg.

Arrival Postmark:

“Magdeburg,
2 Janm 1901”

Exp. Dr. Stever




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China

1 JANUARY 1901

Free-frank
“Mandarin” Cover,
postmarked at
Peking, sent to

Koschmin, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Koschmin,

21 February 1901"

Exp. Dr. Lanfelme

5 FEBRUARY 1901

August 1900 - September 1901
Peking

OUTBOUND FIELDPOST MAIL TO GERMANY .. 1901

10 JANUARY 1901

Free-frank cover,
postmarked at
Peking, sent fo

Blessenbach
(FOrfort),
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Farfort,

24 February 1901"

==

OSTAS. EXPED. e M N
(_KOMWANDEUR. Geld-Pofttarte 1

Free-frank Form-Card
with artwork (reverse),
postmarked at
Peking, sent to Leipzig,
Germany.

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic
Expeditionary
Command
Headquarters”

An

.-.* 2




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China

FELDPOSTBRIEE

August 1900 - September 1901
Shanghai

SEEN

251201 7-8Y
&% &/

16 DECEMBER 1900

Free-frank Chinese
UPU postal stationery
card
(artwork on reverse),
postmarked at
Shanghdi, sent to
Breslau, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Breslau,
20 January 1900"

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

hs POSTCARD
] DPOSTEE
L:——-—-—"’_’-{

29 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank UPU
stationery card,
postmarked at
Shanghadi, sent to
“Frau Ellen von

Siemens”

(renowned
German Industrialist family),

Wannsee (Potsdam),
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Wannsee,
2 Janvary 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS August 1900 - September 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Shanghai

Official Naval Mail to Germany

31JULY 1901

Official naval mail
cover, postmarked at
the German Post
Office at Shanghai,
sent from
“Torpedo Boat $90"
to the Naval Pay
Office at
Wilhelmshaven.

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“Wilhelmshaven,
10 September 1901

Exp. Haspel BPP



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS 1 Nov. 1900 - Sept. 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tongku

1

g Bafte Retorot
‘Seldpofttarte.

GERMAN FORCES IN
-(Q;} 'j. '

CHINA
14 JUNE 1901

Free-frank Fieldpost
Form-Card,
endorsed “Militaria”
from the Military
Supply Depof,
postmarked at
Tongky,
sent to
“Seargent Ebermann,
4" Company,

6" Infantry Regiment
at Kaiping”.

RE-DIRECTED
GERMAN-BOUND
MAIL

29 APRIL 1901

Free-frank cover,
postmarked at
Tongku, sent to

a military officer
originally located at
Strassburg,
re-directed fo
Charlottenburg,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Charloftenburg,
11 June 1901"

Unit Validation
Cachet:

3 Railway
Construction Column,
East Asiatic
Expeditionary Corps




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS 1 Nov. 1900 - Sept. 1901
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tongku

26 APRIL 1901

Free-frank Fieldpost
Form-Card
(with artwork on reverse),
at
Tongkuv,
sent fo
Seelze (Hanover),
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Seelze,
7 June 1901”

Unit Endorsement:
“Battalion Fieldpost
Postal Clerk"

 POSTCARD | 24 JUNE 1901

b o= il' Free-frank view-card,

‘ postmarked at
Tongku, sentio

] Bamberg, Germany.

J Arrival Postmark:
i "Bamberg,
J 2 August 1901"

' Unit Validation
Cachet:
“ 3 Infantry
Regiment,
East Asiatic

Expeditionary Corps *

0STAS. EXPED.
| 3. INFANT-REGMT.

g —



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS 1 January 1900 - 16 March 1917
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tschifu

Tda-pofﬂarlc B s icman
Deutschiand,
Carte postale — Unlon postale universelle,

I : S ;
W Yinaay "va wat

.&Mméuﬁ%%w N
o LN

RN 1] AT VAUl
&)W")M%\W Ev, -
Y W iwmwom '?%.Mu p

24 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank UPU view-card (Tschifu Harbor),
postmarked at Tschifu,
sent fo
Wilhelmshaven, Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Wilhelmshaven,
21 January 1901"

Unit Validation Endorsement
“ Senior Paymaster,
Tschifu*



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS 26 Sept. - 31 Dec.1900
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Kiautschou Tenitory

11 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank Fieldpost Form-Card,
postmarked in “Kiautschou" Temitory
sent to
Darkehmen, Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Darkehmen,
22 December 1900"

Unit Validation Endorsement
“ 2nd Battalion.
East Asiatic Infantry Regiment*



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS Tsingtau
Fieldpost Mail Through the German Post Office in China Kiautschou Teritory

5 January 1900 ~
6 November 1914

8 JULY 1901

Free-frank cover,
postmarked at
Tsingtau,
Kiautschou,
sent to Quedlinburg,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Quediinburg,
18 August 1901"

Unit Endorsement:
“2 Company, 2
Marine Battalion"

1 April 1901 -
4 November 1914

1JULY 1901

Free-frank Japanese
UPU Postal Card,
postmarked at Tsingtau,
sent to

Neuffen, Germany
Arrival Postmark:

“Nevffen,
8 August 1901"




EAST ASI

NGL “H.H. MEYER"

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 26

Period of Activity:

19 January =«
16 April 1901

(Port Said, Egypt)
4 APRIL 1901

Free-frank NGL
Postcard,
postmarked on
board, sent to
Hamburg, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Hamburg,
11 April 1901"

ATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Troop Rotation

Janvary - May 1901

SIX CHARTERED VESSELS OF THE NORTH GERMAN LLOYD
SHIPPING LINES (N.G.L.) WERE USED FOR TROOP ROTATION
for the ‘East Asiatic Expeditionary Corps’ as well as
the subsequent Occupation Brigade

-L
m,J < Pojtfarte

/d—.fcymw

POSTCARD

= M [ 0"'-‘
(| b ’:F."DGST

e 26 \

x 0.5 */

.
=
-

Weltpoftverein.

Carte postale — Union postale univers .Ile. ,

NGL “RHEIN™

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 26

Period of Activity:
5 May -
9 August 1901

(Suez Canal, Egypt)
16 MAY 1901

Free-frank view-card,
postmarked on board,
sent fo
Kiel, Germany.



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS July - October 1901

NGL “BAHIA™

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 48

Period of Activity:

15 July -
26 October 1901

(Port Said, Egyp)
28 JULY 1901

Free-frank view-card
sent to
Altboyen, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Altboyen,
5 August 1901"

Troop Rotation

A supplementary unofficial wood-carved postmark indicafing
“Imperial German Ship Mall - Steamer Bahia™
was applied to some mail sent from the “Bahia”.

B ‘(ZZQ‘;W. I T
POST CAIRD.

/'7‘ 7~ | 7
) YA 'fC(’HH

gy %M;u’ /ffmw"
Rl S8 uo}d&l
iRy W2

'\
/ /VZQ, / 4. 4 '. /7{:(,,

A UNIT VALIDATION CACHET MARK (light blue Ink)
was applied fo postmark mail sent from the “Wittekind " since an official
German Naval Post Office Postmark was not used.

NGL “WITTEKIND"

[ BN

/[ % IMPERIAL GERMAN
7@’ ¢ POSTCARD . NAVALPOST OFFICE

WITHOUT NUMBER

Period of Aclivity:
5 September -
27 October 1901

(Shanghai)
23 AUGUST 1901

Free-frank view-card
sent to
Hagenav, Province
Alsace, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Hagenav,
22 October 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Naval Field Hospital September 1900 - 31 August 1901
Yokohama, Japan

To service the German Navy as well as German-flag
commercial vessels, a German Naval Hospital was established
at Yokohama, Japan, in July 1878, closing in December 1911,

after a similar hospital was established at Tsingfav, Kiautschou ‘}‘5' BEW"Q},
Territory. * MARINE-«
SCHIFFSPOST
DURING THE 'BOXER REVOLT' PERIOD, YOKOHAMA
THE YOKOHAMA HOSPITAL TREATED CASUALTIES FROM THE %222 4

HOSTILITIES IN CHINA BETWEEN 1900-1901. 01
Mail sent from the Yokohama Hospital was handled through the
Naval Post Office, also accepted by the Japanese Post Office
affixed with German postage at the proper UPU rates.

Avwnsee Ko0R dontront imdl. Tombetawtion. ¥l

k

2 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank fieldpost cover, written by
“Ueutenant Koch of the 3! Marine Battalion”,
postmarked at the Yokohama Hospital,
routed through the Naval Post Office,
sent to Dortmund, Germany.

Arival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Dortmund, .. December 19007,



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Naval Field Hospital September 1900 - 31 August 1901
Yokohama, Japan

MAIL SENT FROM THE HOSPITALTHROUGH THE YOKOHAMA JAPANESE POST
OFFICE WAS ACCEPTED AS LONG AS PROPER GERMAN POSTAGE WAS AFFIXED
MEETING THE UPU INTERNATIONAL RATES.

26 NOVEMBER 1900

German postal
stationery letter-
card, postmarked at
Yokohama Japan
Post Office, sent to
Preftin, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Prettin,
29 December 1900"

20 Fiennig..
Up-rated German-
domestic stalionery
fo
UPU International
Lefler-Rate

Wolmang : M /
Btase ke Sosnirwrs -~

6 JANUARY 1901

Japanese postcard,
postmarked at the
Yokohama Japanese
Post Office, sent to
Prettin, Japan.

Arrival Postmark:
“Preftin, 9 February
1901"

10 Plennig (5x 2 Pig)..
UPU International
Postcard-Rafe




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Corps Field Hospital

‘CORPS FIELD HOSPITALNO. 1'
WAS LOCATED AT TIENTSIN,
site of supreme headquarters for the
German military confingent.

September 1900 - 31 August 1901
Tientsin

5 APRIL 1901

Free-frank fieldpost cover,
postmarked at the Tientsin Military Fieldpost Station,

Sent fo Goldberg, Germany,
Armival Postmark:

(Reverse)

“Goldberg, 17 May 1901",

Red Chinese Cachet Marking:
(Front & Reverse)
“Local Mall Delivery from Hospital to
Fieldpost Mail Station™




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Corps Field Hospital September 1900 - 31 August 1901
Peking

‘CORPS FIELD HOSPITALNO. 2'
WAS LOCATED AT PEKING,
sites of the heretofore Chinese Government,
Foreign embassies & legations.

23 APRIL (1901)
Deutfche Reichspoit ;
Free-frank fieldpost 5 4 (‘\Q—PJ =
form-card, vy saltFarte R :
e detaked o Seldpoitfarte. f< 094
Peking, sent to ' -

Mokern, Ant

Nea.
Germany. r \y B % & \,
%ﬂ‘?"lv & p () M»/{%w'ﬂ/n. .

Arrival Postmark:
“Mékemn 7 S
(Magdeburg), ﬁ&/'%i ﬂ%vn- /{'* .
7 June 1901" K
Unit Validation oA T 0
Cachet: 1 CM5’7 pd 1P 6;" M“‘?"JA
(wood carved) e 4 ‘)
“Naval Fleld
Hospital..
Mail Marking"
20 MAY (1901)
r W e --—“i-‘ ot “f / . Free-frank fieldpost
ts g 22 / AT s “Mandarin” cover,
: 2 o T P08 postmarked at
A el 4 SRS Peking,
y sent fo Neusalz,
Germany,
Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Neusalz, 10 July
1901",
Unit Validation
Cachet:
“East Asiatic
Expedition ..

2" Field Hospifal™



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Corps Field Hospital September 1900 - 31 August 1901
Peking

RANK & FILE SERVICEMEN WERE PERMITTED FREE-FRANK MONEY TRANSFERS
UP TO MKS 800
by completing a dedicated “Fieldpost Money Transfer Form Card” properly
validated with a unit cachet mark.

5 AUGUST 1901

Hospital-chaplain-completed free-frank fieldpost money transfer form card
for a transfer of MKS 1.50,
sent fo a business located at Magdeburg-Neustadt, Germany.

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic Expedition ..
2" Fieid Hospital”



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

Corps Field Hospital September 1900 - 31 August 1901
Peking

AS A SOUVENIR FOR THE TIME SPENT IN CHINA,
one member of ‘Field Hospital No. 2',
affixed postage of four nations' post offices
(China, Germany, India (8ritain) & Japan)
with appropriate postmarks.

29 AUGUST 1901

Philatelic-inspired fieldpost view-card,
postmarked at Peking, sent to Stutigart,
Wiittemberg, Germany

Armrival Postmark:
“Stutigart, 9 October 1901"

RIS
.

Unit Validation Cachet:
(Front & Reverse)

“East Asiafic Expedition ..
2" Field Hospital”




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Hospital Ship "Gera”

28 July 1900~ 6 August 1901

STEAMER SHIP "GERA",

chartered from the North German Lloyd Shipping line (N.G.L)
FUNCTIONED AS A HOSPITAL SHIP OFF THE NORTH CHINA COAST
DURING THE ‘BOXER REVOLY' PERIOD.

OUT-BOUND MAIL
FROM
“N.G.L.GERA™

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 6

Period of Activity:
28 July 1900 -
6 August 1901

6 SEPTEMBER 1900

Free-frank N.G.L
Postcard, postmarked
on board, sent fo
Berlin, Germany

Arrival Postmark
(Mix & Genest
Experimental Machine)

“(Berlin)
25 September 1900"

= ofttarte

meltpoftverei%;.~ |

(Carte postale — Union postale universelle,

pm———
DEL e

uv" ”E% ;

W, :r‘. {}QT 1

15

IN-BOUND MAILTO
“N.G.L.GERA"

11 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank in-bound
cover, addressed to
“Dr. Clemens
Gappel. Medical
Doctor on board
the “"Gera”,
postmarked at
Dresden.



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Hospital Ship “Gera” 28 July 1900 - & August 1901

OFFICIAL NAVAL -
MAIL FROM 1
“N.G.L. GERA" i

-

IMPERIAL GERMAN
POST OFFICE :
NO. 6 N

e

Period of Activity:
28 July 1900 -
6 August 1901

Phat: u Yorl v. P, Rlopperawn Nock
v AN ARSI TR

10 JANUARY 1901 Exp Willman

Free-frank official naval cover, addressed to
“Headquarters of the 2 Torpedo Unit”
at Wilhelmshaven Naval Base".

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Wilhelmshaven, 21 February 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS
Hospital Ships “Savoia” & “Wittekind"

August 1900 - May 1901

STEAMERS “SAVOIA" & "WITTEKIND",

DURING THE ‘BOXER REVOLT' PERIOD.

chartered from the North German Lloyd Shipping line (N.G.L)
FUNCTIONED AS HOSPITAL TRANSPORT SHIPS OFF THE NORTH CHINA COAST

“N.G.L. SAVOIA™

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE

WITHOUT NUMBER
Period of Activity:
246 August 1900 -

10 March 1901

20 SEPTEMBER 1901

& ;M..I’( STKARTE WEETPOSTVERFE

Carts postaly — Union postale Cnhk\%bii‘-“

Free-frank fieldpost
view-card,
postmarked at the
German Post Office
Shanghai,
cachet endorsed
(reverse)
“Hospifal Ship Savoia ..
Supervising Medical
Doctor",
sent fo Hanover,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark
“Hannover,
27 March 1901"

!)‘)f

Poftfarte — Weltpoftvered

Carte postitle — Union postale universeliy

Skl 90‘51
SC.\’“ n‘r\

} |

Lazar ;...uulmf ~Savoia“

“N.G.L. WITTEKIND"

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 28

Period of Activity:
24 August 1900 -
8 May 1901

11 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank fieldpost
UPU/NDL Postcard,
Postmarked on board,
Sent to Mannheim,
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Mannheim,
25 April 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS June - October 1901
Return of Troops to Germany

Allied Forces had nevtralized ‘Boxer’ presence in Tschilli Province by early
Spring 1901 with agreement on peace conditions between the
Chinese Government and the Allies by the end of May 1901.

BETWEEN JUNE - SEPTEMBER 1901, THE GERMAN WAR DEPARTMENT CHARTERED
TWELVE VESSELS TO TRANSPORT UNITS OF THE 'EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY
CORPS' BACK TO GERMANY.

NGL “PISA"

G v /" et cce 72
IMPERIAL GERMAN | W /f 3 géaf /L g /}j/ o

NAVAL POST OFFICE
dacipd | ﬂf POSTCARD

Period of Activity: ' e s
15 August - g s £
29 September 1901 ) - P

.,.P’i L% P s T 1t W A5

(Singapore) g 74 B - - -,"-J
24 AUGUST 1901 | / xg/ Q/ f 28

Free-frank fieldpost

view-card, 1 o e 3
postmarked on | // B > s / -
board, sent fo //‘/&* /.‘4{’."1'??5‘.'

Norden, Germany. & /1(.;/[2 oy / -",-L"'C,’_
Arrival Postmark: s Sy g
“Norden, ~

21 September 1901"

NGL “PALATIA™

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 49

Period of Activity:
5 September -
27 October 1901

(Port Said, Egypt)
30 JULY 1901

Free-frank fieldpost
D. PNt 4 3| . Egyptian UPU

| XPE e : = ' view-card,

-n BAT.5. '-NE-REuMTS Ty a1 || Pestrotiond on o,

1 vt / T AP ‘ g s o 2 sent to

Dettlingen, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Dettlingen,
10 August 1901"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS June - October 1901
Return of Troops fo Germany

HAPAG "BATAVIA™

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 66 [

Period of Activity:
2 August -
18 September 1901

b 3

 The address only to be written on this side,

(Egypt)
3 SEPTEMBER 1901

Free-frank fieldpost
view-card,
postmarked on
board, postmarked
on board, sent to
Wettringen,
Germany.

hooe s 4

= TV i

Unit Validation

Cachet Mark:

“Field Bakery,
East Asiatic

Expeditionary Corps™

NGL “NECKAR"

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 71

Period of Activity:
11 August -
22 September1901

6 SEPTEMBER 1901

Free-frank
fieldpost cover,
postmarked on board,
sent fo
Tempelhof (Berlin),
Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Tempelhof,
29 September 1901"

Unit Validation
Endorsement:
“1¢ Battery
Field Howifzers"




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS

June - October 1901

Return of Troops to Germany

NGL “"CREFELD"
IMPERIAL GERMAN

NAVAL POST OFFICE

NO. 72

Perlod of Activity:
10 September —
29 October 1901

(Ceylon)
30 SEPTEMBER 1901

View-card,
postmarked on
board, sent to

Harburg, Germany.

5 Piennig..
German domestic
postcard-rate
Wood-carved

circular postmark
used only on retun

voyage, since official

"MSP 72" Postmark
was transferred

earlier to the German

Cruiser Squadron's
Hospital Ship.

" UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
CEYLON (CEYLAN)
POSTCARD

“THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

NGL “WORTH"
(Unchartered
Naval liner)

IMPERIAL GERMAN
NAVAL POST OFFICE
NO. 23

Period of Activity:
11 July 1900 -
11 August 1901

6 AUGUST 1901

Free-frank fieldpost
form card,
postmarked on board,
sent fo

Leipzig, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:

“(Leipzig) T13,
10 August 1901"



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS June - October 1901

Return of Troops to Germany
Returned Mail

Because of mail transit times, servicemen could not always timely advise relatives
concerning relocations, fransfers or reassignments.

WHERE IN-BOUND MAIL ARRIVED TO FIND THAT A SERVICEMAN HAD ALREADY EMBARKED FOR
HOME, SUCH MAIL WAS CACHEDT-MARKED & FORWARDED ..

(“Return homeward has commenced”)

wawz{ /

UM AR SRR

30 MAY 1901

View-card, postmarked at Aurich, Germany, sent to
“Sargent Baver, 3" Company, 3" East Asiatic Infantry Regiment" in China.

Upon arrival in Ching,
card was forwarded to various unils searching for the recipient.
Without success, mail was cachet-marked “Heimreise angeirefen”,
returned fo the Naval Post Office in Berlin, and forwarded back to Aurich.

Arrival Postmark Germany:
“Aurich, 27 September 1901"

5 Plennig..
German Domeslic Posicard Rale



EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS August - October 1901
Return of Troops to Germany Home Bases

After having returned to
Germany from China,
servicemen were initially
quarantined at either
MUNSTERLAGER or LOCKSTEDTER
MILITARY BASES
in northern Germany prior fo
discharge or reassignment.

“LOCKSTEDTER LAGER"
19 OCTOBER 1901

Japanese UPU view-card,
postmarked at *
“Lockstedter Lager”,
sent fo Lugan, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“lugav,
30 October 1901"

“MUNSTERLAGER"
24 SEPTEMBER 1901

e o with text indication that
‘‘‘‘‘ e b i | returning froops were in
“Quarantine”,
sent to
Taucha, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Taucha,
25 Sepmber1901”

5 Pfennig .. Domestic Postcard-Rate.




EAST ASIATIC EXPEDITIONARY CORPS September - November 1901
“Wilhelmshaven Usage” of ‘China’ Postage

Upon return of the German Light Cruiser “lrene " from China-duty during the
‘Boxer Revolt' Period (1900-1901) in September 1901...

UNUSED POSTAGE INVENTORY OF 5, 10 & 20 PFENNIG VALUE ‘CHINA’-OVERPRINTED
POSTAGE STAMPS WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE REICHSPOST AT WILHELMSHAVEN,

which supposedly transferred such stamps for sale fo the main
post offices in the Cities of Wilhelmshaven & Mdnster

“China”
Overprint

30 OCTOBER 1901

View-card (Wilhelmshaven). postmarked at Wilhelmshaven,
sent fo Hamm, Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Hamm (Westt.), 30 October 1901”

5 Pfennig..
German Domestic Postcard Rate

Only known postal history example with
“Wilhelmshaven" Postmark;
Three examples known with “Minster” Postmark.



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES TIENTSIN & PEKING
Provisional Government 1900-1902

Having been unsuccessful relieving Peking, the “Seymour Relief Forces”
returned to now-besieged Tientsin, relieving it on 15 July 1900.
Since the heretofore Chinese-administered government officials
fled in fear of refribution by the expeditionary forces,

A PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT AT TIENTSIN WAS ESTABLISHED BY THE
COMMANDING OFFICERS OF THE FORCES ON 16 JULY 1900.

A provisional governor was also established at Peking,
upon having been relieved on 20 August.

UNFRANKED COVER TO THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT
OF “GERMAN PEKING"

Cover sent to “Governor Haenichen” by courier
with validation hand-stamp:

“Civil Government .. German Peking"



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES
Provisional Government

ORIGINAL MAIL
FROM GERMANY TO
CHINA

Leipzig
8 JUNE 1902

Reply card stationery
set, postmarked at
Leipzig, Germany,

and sent fo
“First Lieutenant
Hukle™
in the Provisional
Government at
Tientsin.

10+10 Pfennig.. UPU
International
Postcard-Rate +

Prepaid Reply

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT..

“GERMAN DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL POLICE"

INSPECTED MAIL
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Cachet Marking:
(Blue ink)
“Deutsche Abtellung der
internat(ionalen) Polizei”

(German Department of the International Police)

This marking was applied at Tientsin where the mail was inspected
for proper franking/postage by the
“international police" of the Provisional Government.

TIENTSIN

1902

RESPONSE-CARD
REPLY TO LEIPZIG

18 JULY 1902

Response reply to
Leipzig, postmarked
at Tientsin, with
original card left
attached, resulting
in the sender
affixing an
additional 10
Pfennig in postage.
73-day transit time.

Arrival Postmarks:

“Leipzig L13,
28 August 1902

10 Piennig..
UPU International
Postcard-Rate +
10 Pig. . covering
exira
postage for the
attached original
card.



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES PEKING
Type | .. Non-Overprinted ‘Crown & Eagle’ Series 1900-1901

A significant increase in mail volume during the Boxer Revolt of 1900-1901
resulted in a need for additional postage stamps by the
German Post Offices in Tschili Province,
FOUR PROVISIONAL TYPES WERE USED.

“TYPEI” PROVISIONALS WERE NON-OVERPRINTED REICHSPOST 'CROWN & EAGLE
SERIES STAMPS TAKEN FROM THE STAMP STOCKS OF SEVEN GERMAN NAVAL
VESSELS FROM THE PACIFIC FLEET FOR USE IN CHINA.

MIXED FRANKING OF TYPES | & Il PROVISIONALS

26 NOVEMBER 1900

‘Fieldpost’ cover, mailed at the German Post Office at Peking,
by a German Marine of the 4" Company, 1* Battalion,
sent to a relative at Posen, Germany.
52-day transit time.

Armival Postmark:
“Posen, 17 January 1901"

20 Pfennig..
German military personnel lefter-rate for mail in
excess of 50 grams in weight.



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES PEKING & TIENTSIN
Type Il .. Non-Overprinted ‘Germania’ Series 1900-1901

“TYPE II” PROVISIONALS WERE NON-OVERPRINTED REICHSPOST "GERMANIA' SERIES
STAMPS SHIPPED FROM THE GERMAN POSTAL ADMINISTRATION AT SHANGHAITO THE
GERMAN POST OFFICES AT TIENTSIN & PEKING.

‘PEKING' ORIGIN MAIL

GERMAN-CHINA ORIGIN MAILTO GERMAN EAST AFRICA

2 FEBRUARY 1901
Registered fieldpost
mail on Chinese postal
card stationery,
postmarked at Peking,
sent by an officer of
the German military
high command in
China to the German
colonial office at
Dar-Es-Salamm,
German East Africa,
via Brindiisi sea mail.
72-day transit time.
Transit & Anival
Postmarks:
(Front)
“Brindisi,
28 March 1901"
“Dar-Es-Salaam,
15 April 1901”
30 Pfennig..
10 Pfg.. Infernatfional
posicard-rate +
20 Pig.. Regisiration
fee.
‘TIENTSIN' ORIGIN MAIL
20 JANUARY 1901
Tientsin postmarked
cover written by @
medical doctor at the
German military hospital,
sent to Bagamoyo,
German East Africa,
re-routed to Mpapua.
73-day transit time.
Transit & Arrival
Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Aden, 25 February 1901"
“Dar-Es-Salaam, 8 March
1901"
“Mpapua, 3 April 1901"
20 Pfennig..
Single-weight (15 grams)
UPU Internatfional

Letter-Rate



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES PEKING
Type Il .. Non-Overprinted ‘Germania’ Series 1900-1901

REGISTERED FIELDPOST
(SILK-COVER)
MAIL TO GERMANY

5 FEBRUARY 1901

Registered double-weight
fieldpost mail,
postmarked
at Peking, sent to
Dresden, Germany.
53-day transit time.

Armrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Dresden,
30 March 1901"

60 Pfennig..
40 Pig.. Double-weight
(30 grams} UPU Infemational
Letter-Rate +

20 Pig.. Registrafion Fee



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES
Type Il .. Non-Overprinted ‘Germania’ Series

FIELDPOST VALUE LETTER DURING BOXER REVOLT PERIOD




TIENTSIN -
Field-Post 1901

USAGE:
10 October 1900 -

31 August 1901

2 MAY (1901)

Double-weight linen-cover, 143 grams, value-lefter
(RM 10.00), postmarked at the Tientsin German
Field-Post, sent to Berlin, Germany.
71-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“(Berlin 6) 12 July (1901)”

20 Plennig..
Valve-letters up to RM 150.00/50 grams were free-frank.
Vaive-lefters to RM 150.00/50-250 grams were subject fo
20 Pfennig postage.

During the Boxer Revolt Period in China, the German Field-Post handled
six million units of mail, of which only 1353 were value letters.

' o
7 A
VS Jeve A
’

L 3
TN - srad.

Ky

>

'

Y

”

-

Reverse Side

Embossed Seals’ Text:
“Military Hospital Personnel of the Eas! Asiafic
Expeditionary Corps”



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES PEKING
Type Il .. Non-Overprinted ‘Germania’ Series 1900-1901

CIVILIAN & LEGATION MAILTO GERMANY

CIVILIAN MAIL
18 FEBRUARY 1901

Registered postal

stationery (hand-
drawn artwork on

reverse) card,
postmarked at
Peking, sent to
Dresden, Germany.
51-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Dresden,
10 April 1901"

30 Plennig..

10 Pig.. UPU
Intemational
Postcard-Rate +
20 Pig.. Registration

Fee.

GERMAN LEGATION MAIL
1 MAY 1901

Registered cover,
postmarked at Peking,
sent to Frankfurt/Main,

Germany.
44-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
A “Frankfurt/Main,
Ve, 7 14 June 1901"
40 Plennig..
20 Pig.. Single-weight

L. A= 7 : (15 grams) UPU International
///' "‘"‘%"‘ ‘ Lefter-Rate +

n =



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES

PEKING
Type Il .. Non-Overprinted ‘Germania’ Series

1900-1901

Marine’s mail to Germany was free-frank.
MAILTO OTHER COUNTRIES WAS NOT FREE BUT SUBJECT TO UPU INTERNATIONAL
RATES WITH OFFICER'S NON-FAMILY MAIL TO GERMANY REQUIRING FRANKING AT
THE PREVAILING GERMAN DOMESTIC-RATE.

RE-DIRECTED MARINE'S MAIL ...
CHINA-SWITZERLAND-
ENGLAND

11 MAY 1901

UPU German-postal stationery
card, postmarked at Peking,
sent fo Zurich, Switzerland,
and
re-directed to Sheffield,
England.

Military Unit Cachet Marking:
“Kaiserlich Marine Il Baltalion
Briefstempel”

(“Mail Marking .. Imperial 2°d Marine
Battalion”)

Transit Arrival Postmark:
(Switzerland)
“Zlrich,

20 June 1901"

10 Pfennig..
UPU International
Postcard-Rate.

SENIOR OFFICER'S MAIL
TO A MAIL-ORDER FIRM

8 JUNE 1901

‘Field-post’ endorsed
cover, postmarked at
Peking, sent to a business
at Braunschweig,
Germany.

Military Unit Cachet
Marking:
“Pavet, Colonel &
Commander,

2 East Asiatic Infaniry
Brigade”

Arrival Postmark:
“Braunschweig,
22 July 1901"

20 Pfennig..
Double-weight

(30 grams)
letter-rate to Germany




PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES TIENTSIN
Type lll .. “China” Hand-Overprinted Issue 1901

In China at the time, the Mexican Dollar was the currency of exchange
having an official rate-of-exchange at $2.50 = RM 1.00 but where the free
market exchange rate was $2.00 = RM 1.00. potentially enabling
speculators to buy postage at the German Post Office ot a
discount of 25% and ship it back to Germany for profit.

TO PREVENT SPECULATION, THE GERMAN POST OFFICE DIAGONALLY HAND-
OVERPRINTED SEVERAL VALUES ALONG WITH A POSTAL STATIONERY CARD
OF THE “GERMANIA™ ISSUE WITH THE WORD “CHINA".

Exp. Willmann

“CHINA" HAND-OVERPRINTED POSTAL STATIONERY CARD
2 DECEMBER 1901

Businessman's mail, postmarked at Tientsin,
sent to his sister at Berlin, Germany.
64-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Berlin,

4 February 1902"

10 Pfennig..
UPU Infernational Posicard-Rate .

Less than five examples known.



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES TIENTSIN
Type il .. “China” Hand-Overprinted Issue 1901

3Pfg.= | 20Pfg. = RM 4.20 =

PRINTED MATTER RATE INTERNATIONAL PARCEL POST RATE
LETTER-RATE
Exp. Bothe BPP/Jakubek Exp. Mansleld/Grobe/Bretil Cert. Dr. Stever

3 MARCH 1901

Civilian German military or government
employee mail, postmarked at the Tientsin
Military Field Post Office, sent to Cassel, Germany.
41-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Cassel,
13 April 1901"

10 Pfennig..
UPU International Postcard-Rate .



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES PEKING
Type lil .. “China” Hand-Overprinted Issue 1901

Although most “China” hand-overprinted stamps were distributed
at Tientsin, this example verifies that
HAND-OVERPRINTED STAMPS WERE POSSIBLY ALSO AVAILABLE AT
THE 'PEKING' POST OFFICE.

Signed: Dielrich & Schmidt
Cedt. Dr. Lanteime

10 PFG. “CHINA” HAND-OVERPRINT PAIR USAGE ON MIXED-FRANKED REGISTERED MAIL

20 JUNE 1901

Mixed franking registered cover,
postmarked at Peking, sent by “Paymaster Frost" of the
Imperial 1* East Asiatic Infaniry Regiment, 2" Battalion,

to Dresden, Germany
44-day transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Dresden,

3 August 1901”

60 Pfennig..
40 Pig.. 2~ weight-level (30 grams)
UPU international Letter-Rate +
20 Pfg.. Regisiration Fee

Only known usage through the ‘Peking’ Post Office.



PROVISIONAL STAMP USAGES
Type IV .. Kiauischou ‘Yacht' Series Usage

PEKING
1901

“TYPE IV" PROVISIONALS WERE NON-OVERPRINTED 'YACHT' SERIES
STAMPS FROM GERMAN KIAUTSCHOU,
supplied by the German Postal Adminisiration at Shanghai,
FOR USE AT THE GERMAN POST OFFICE AT PEKING
to dlleviate the shortage of stamps caused by heavy
military-personnel mail usage.

SOLDIER’S
POSTCARD MAIL

16 SEPTEMBER 1901

Fieldpost card,
endorsed
“Through the Naval
Post Office”, with
indication of
sender's name and
unit, postmarked at
Peking, sent to
Libeck, Germany.

5 Pfennig..
Concession
posicard-rale for
German military
pessonnel in China.
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Exp. Dr. Stover

= POSTAL-RESPONSE

CARD MAIL
Deutfibe Reichspoft 9 AUGUST 1901
rion of
Pofttarte VG vl oy
Reichspost postal reply

card set, postmarked at
Peking, and returned to

Erlau, Germany.
32-day transit time.

Arival Postmark:
“Erlav (Saxony),
10 September 1901"

5+5 Pig. = 10 Pfg..

UPU Intermnational
Postcard-Rale
{nol Fieldpost valid for
reduced rale of 5 Pig., since
sender did no! indicate his

name or mililary unif)




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS

“Pisa” Provisional
(June - October 1902)

Chartered by the German Ministry of War to transport returning froops from

China, the Steamer “Pisa” (Imperial German Naval Ship No. 2)
during the period of 26 June- 4 October 1902

had no postage stamps to frank the mail written or mailed by the froops
on-board, resulting in such mail being “Cash-Paid” and endorsed

“Frei 5" covering the German domestic postcard-rate.

UPON ARRIVAL IN GERMANY, THE MAIL WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE NAVAL POST
OFFICE AT BERLIN, WHICH AFFIXED POSTAGE, POSTMARKED SUCH WITH A
“DIENSTMARKE" (“Dm" = “On Service”) POSTMARK AND PLACED SUCH INTO

THE GERMAN POSTAL SYSTEM FOR DELIVERY.

EARLIEST
PROVISIONAL
USAGE

7 JULY 1902

View-card
postmarked on-
board ship, sent

to Schroda, (near
Posen), Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Schroda,
16 July 1902"

5 Pfennig..
German colonial
posicard-rale.

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE,

7/ Y L
£ /(ufﬂf{cazf/i’u

}1}....'. e s S
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LATEST PROVISIONAL
USAGE

25 SEPTEMBER 1902

View-card,
postmarked
on-board ship, sent
to Gaustadt (near
Bamberg), Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“"Gaustadt,
6 October 1902"

5 Piennig..
German colonial
postcard-rate.



GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS

Gunboat “SMS (HMS) litis" May 1899 - September 1914

CAPTURE OF THE CHINESE FORTS AT TAKU (TONGKU) PERMITTING ALLIED SHIPS
TO ENTER TAKU BAY, DISCHARGE TROOPS & MATERIEL DURING ASSEMBLY OF

German Gunboat ‘SMS llifis’ long effective service in China included
THE INTERNATIONAL EXPEDITIONARY FORCE TO PUT DOWN THE '‘BOXER
UPRISING' IN NORTH CHINA.

‘SMS ilitis’ was scuttled by her crew at Tsingtau on 29 September 191410
avoid capture by the invading Japanese Forces in World War 1.

“SMS llitis™

“German Naval
Ship Post Office
No. 20"

Tsingtau

23 August 1900
(2™ Yangtze River
Vayage)

View-card,
postmarked on-
board sent to
Hanau, Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Hanav,
27 September
1900"

5 Plennig..
German colonial
posicard-rafe.

Hong Kong

17 October 1904
(9™ Coastal Voyage)

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE | =

POST CARD.

View-card, postmarked
on-board, sent to
Dortmund, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Dortmund,
18 November 1904"

5 Plennig..
German colonial
posicard-rale.



GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Gunboat "HMS Luchs” September 1900 - July 1914

“HMS Luchs™

German Naval
Ship Post Office
No.3"

2 AUGUST 1900

Cover, postmarked
on board,
sent to Kiel,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
-n’l'

12 August 1900"

20 Plennig..
Double-weight
Domestic German

Lefier-Raie.

“HMS Luchs”

Gemman Naval Ship
Post Office No.3"

(Hong Kong)
23 NOVEMBER 1900

Free-frank, field post
view card,

Arrival Postmark:
“Iwickav,
23 December 1900”




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Gunboat “HMS Jaguar” November 1899 - July 1914

“HMS Jaguar”

German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 45"

Photo of Imperial
German Gunboat
“HMS Jaguar”

“HMS Jaguar™

Deutfche Reichapoft
Seld:-Pofttarte

German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 45"

(Yangtze River)
19 JANUARY 1901

Free-frank, field post
form card, postmarked
on board, sent fo
Wiesbaden
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Wiesbaden,
21 February 1901"




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Light Cruiser "HMS Gefion" April 1898 - June 1905

"HMS Gefion™

German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 38"

llustration Card of
Light Cruiser
“HMS Gefion"

“HMS Gefion™

German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 38"

17 MARCH 1901

Free-frank, field post
cover, postmarked
on board, sent to
Berlin,
Germany




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Light Cruisers “HMS Seeadler” & "HMS Bussard”

C—— — = B—— —— ]
“HMS : ’
Seeadler” : e : ‘ . '
German Navai Ship |
Post Office No.11"
Period of Activity: g
August 1900 - : - |
June 1905 t .
29 AUGUST 1901 ' vk i
Free-frank, field post '
cover, postmarked i ’
on board, sent to s .
Wilhelmshaven, ', o
Germany f '
Arrival Postmark: , ' y
“Wilhelmshaven, o e !
5 October 1901” ha ot a
——— = —— '4\ {02 ' _.'
Exp. Willmann
“HMS Bussard"”
German Naval Ship
Post Office No.51"
Period of Activity:
November 1901 -
February 1904
6 JUNE 1901
Free-frank, field post
cover, postmarked
on board, sent to
Wilhelmshaven,
Germany
Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Withelmshaven,

15 July 1901



GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Light Cruiser “HMS Geier"

September 1901 - September 1904

“HMS Geier”

German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 36"

An S
23 OCTOBER 1900 Vi
S vte
Free-frank, field post
view card, d A A
postmarked (G Hpardes. .

on board, sent to
Hamburg-Bergedorf,
Germany

‘ -/Q/ 2 eé/z¢

Arrival Postmark:
“Bergedorf,

g \ &ofoza
30 November 1900” j (Eteofie und s.wnmuuur)
emwav 2

Dentfcbe Reicbspoft
Seld-Pofttarte

“HMS Geler"

German Naval Ship
Post Office No. 34"

(Shanghai)
14 FEBRUARY 1901

Free-frank, field post
form card, postmarked
on board, sent to
Wiesbaden,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Wiesbaden,
21 March 1901"



GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Light Cruiser "HMS Schwalbe” September 1900 - August 1902

“HMS
Schwalbe™

German Naval Ship
Post Office No.17"

18 OCTOBER 1900

Free-frank, field post
form card,

postmarked
on board, sent fo
Friedrichsort,
Germany
Arrival Postmark:

“Friedrichsort,
15 November 1900

“HMS Schwalbe™

German Naval Ship
Post Office No.17"

22 APRIL 1901

Free-frank, field post
form card, postmarked
on board, sent fo
Libeck,
Germany




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Heavy Cruiser “HMS Furst Bismarck" September 1901 - September 1908

“HMS
FUrst Bismarck™

German Naval Ship
Post Office No.43"

(Shan-Hai-Kuan)
6 OCTOBER 1900

Free-frank, field post
form card, postmarked
on board, sent to
Berlin,

Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“(Berlin)
15 November 1900"

“HMS First Bismarck™

German Naval Ship
Post Office No.43"

5 MARCH 1902

Cover, postmarked
on board, sent fo the

“Deufsche Bank”
Berlin,
Germany

Armival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“(Berlin),

4 April 1902”




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS
Heavy Cruisers “HMS Kaiserin Augusta” & "HMS Hansa"

“HMS Kaiserin
Avugusta”

el | Soligecaen
Seld:=Pofttarte

Period of Acfivity:
April 1898 -
December 1901

(Taku)
16 SEPTEMBER 1901

Free-frank, field post
form card,
postmarked
on board, sent to
Frankfurt/Main,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Frankfurt/Main,
29 October 1900"

“HMS Hansa"”

German Naval Ship
Post Office No.4é6"

Period of Activity:
October 1899~
A July 1906

18 SEPTEMBER 1900

Free-frank, field post
cover, postmarked
on board, sent to
Kiel,
Germany

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Kiel,
27 December 1900”




GERMAN NAVAL SHIPS IN CHINESE WATERS Printed-Matter Mail
Mail to German Naval Ships in Chinese Waters From Shanghai

“HMS
Kaiserin Augusta”

e Der Diafiatifde Tlopd, 3

(Shanghai) ey o
9 APRIL 1901

D he.
“Der Ostasiatische rucksache

Loyd" Cover,
postmarked at
Shanghai, sent fo
“*HMS Kaiserin
Augusta”

S.M.S. ,,Kaiserin Augusta“ .

#* BB

3 Plennig..
Prinfed-malter rate
for mail to 50 grams

Between German
land or seas post
offices in China N

{28 August 1886 -
1 Octlober 1905)

“HMS llitis™

Period of Activity:
May 1899~
September 1914

(Shanghai)
2 October 1906

“Der Ostasiatische
Lioyd" Cover,
postmarked at
Shanghai, sentto

“HMS liitis"

2 Cents..
Printed-maifer rate
for mail fo
100 grams
between German
land or seas posi

offices in China
{1 Oclober 1905 -
16 March 1917)




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1904
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Langfang

“Langfang"”, located halfway between Peking and Yangfsun on the
strategically important Peking-Taku Railway line, became a German
military base, without a fieldpost station,

RESULTING IN MAIL BEING TRANSFERED TO THE GERMAN POST OFFICES AT,
INITIALLY, TIENTSIN AND, LATER, TO PEKING FOR HANDLING.

(17 AUGUST 1901)

_—— ——

Free-frank Chinese UPU
view-card, written by
“Private Link,

4" Company, “2*
Regimen! of the Eas!
Asiatic Occupation
Brigade”,
endorsed “Langfang”,
sentto “Private Reinke,
Guard Headquarters” at
Pai-tai-ho.

—
— e — - = - e
P R i e e g T
bttt Ao s =50 O P
L% S

8 Union Postale Universolle, ‘ b I R SO
EHRIERE R vy
b RV N,

e — T

GARTE POSTALS S

- .

———————————

k=

ILE

Unit Validation Cachet:
Used to postmark mail
senf between German
Military Bases
through the German Post
Office in China.

A AT
i

s

g

3
3
'3“

FIREE ~ i SN s o TR s O e O o | f
N |7 IOy ok o ~ At RN = LT Sve e

J

Z

5 Plennig.. = N p
Gemman colonial S - - -
postcard-rate valid for
milifary occupation
froop mail

25 NOVEMBER 1905

PHOTO OF THE
COMMEMORATIVE
MEMORIAL AT
“LANGFANG™
RECOGNIZING THE
CONSTRUCTION OF
THE GERMAN
MILITARY BASE

View-card sent to a
soldier in the 34
Company, 2™
Regiment, East
Asiatic Occupation
Brigade at
Shanhaikuan.




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Peking
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

Having suppressed the ‘Boxer Society’ in North China by 1 February 1901,
fwelve allied nations signed a Peace Accord on 29 May 1901 calling for punishment and
compensation from the Chinese Government for supporting the ‘Boxer Society’ and the
vprising to the effect of US$ 700 million indemnificalion payable over forly years,
occupation of North China until 30 June 1906, and with
FOREIGN GARRIOSNS REMAINING IN CHINA IN SELECTED AREAS IN PERPETUITY.

FOR THE GERMAN OCCUPATION BRIGADE, POSTAGE WAS NO LONGER FREE
but subject to German-Post-Office in China or Domestic Germany rates.

11 JUNE 1904

UPU view-card, 7’”“/ 7. W'—%""W M;

7
written by “Lieufenant

von Winckler of the Pe 'S'I'K:\l{'l'}l
German Legation Carte postale. =5 )
Guard”, ”

sent fo Nuremberg,
Bavaria, Germany.

Unit Validation
Cachet:
“2" Battalion, 2"
Infaniry Regiment,
East Asiatic
Occupatfion Brigade”
Arrival Postmark:
“Nimberg,
... July 1904"
5 Pfennig..
German Domestic
Posicard-Rate
26 NOVEMBER 1906
Printed-matter cover,
( ( / ( sent to Augsburg,
Bavaria, Germany
Unit Validation Cachet:
/ “2r4 Battalion, 24
¢ / / /A7 /{ // Infantry Regiment, East
Asiatic Occupation
/’}' £ A // /’ niy e drvs Brigade "

////,;/////.f/f/ geort, et
/ 8 January 1907"
it de. o /o 2 e O

matter rale for mail vp
fo 100 grams.




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

Geman Legation Mail Seal

1 APRIL 1908

UPU view-card, written
by a guard member,
roufed
‘Via Siberia’,
sent to Dellwig,
Germany.

Validation Cachet:
“Mail Validation Mark ..
Legation Staff Guard”

2 Cents..
German Domestic
Posicard-Rale
equivalent (5 Plg.)

1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Peking
German lLegation Guard

THE GERMAN LEGATION GUARD HAD ITS OWN MAIL
VALIDATION CACHET MARKING,
validating out-going mail.

Unfil 30 April 1906, the guard consisted of soldiers of
the ‘East Asiatic Occupation Brigade’ with marines
from the naval detachment stationed at Peking
replacing them until 30 June 1908.

Post-Kar M PLY
Levelezi-Lap — Vost cnﬂ]t_BBﬂ ym

Hrethort — Carte postxle
Cartolinn postale — Tarjeta postal
Dopisnice — Karta Korespandencyjus
rresponidenzkarte — Dopisnies
Weltpostversin : !
Unian: gastale mivarsaliz — Ue=ne nm:ln univzrsele
OTRPHRTON LI

y [ Bk

Carte postale — Postkdrte — Post Card \

Carinting prnm!r Dopiehice = Leveleai-Lag — Karta ko et I
Correspapdensiarie - ‘Tn)m postal =, B wal = Higy ?Xo nﬂ"a 2% i

L

.QW\ Yor'ag Oy Welll  Thenta'y

(%n f/ﬁg; /"
e /mZ/w“‘*‘

/""‘*\ 6 MARCH 1907

»

View-card written by a
guard member, sent to
Bad Reichenhall, Bavaria,
Germany

= Cukpurod necuuy

AT </

Arrival Postmark:
| me/é@fz . i)
15 April 1907

%MM 2 Cents..
g e i Germman Domestic

/ y Postcard-Rate

equivalent (5 Pig.)

Validation Cachet:

“Mail Validation Mark
.Legation Staff Guard"




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL

Mail Through the German Post Office in China
‘German Legation Mail’

MAIL SENT BETWEEN GERMAN CONSULATES OR LEGATION
WITHIN CHINA WERE FREE-FRANK THROUGH THE
GERMAN POST OFFICE NETWORK,




Seal on Reverse

15 JANUARY 1902

Registered free-frank official German legation mail cover,
postmarked at Peking,
sent to the consvlate at Shanghai.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Shanghai, Deutsche Post,
22 January 1902"




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Shanhaikuan
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade (Forerunner Supplementary Postmark)

Located along the Yellow Sea Coast with a rail line
from Tongkv to Northeastern China, ‘Shanhaikuan'had a
short-lived German Post Office experiencing severe winter
conditions in 1901-1902 resvulting in the
POST OFFICE BEING TRANSFERRING SOUTHWARD BY TWENTY
KILOMETERS TO TSCHINGWANGTAU', REOPENING IN MARCH 1901.

Usage:
1 September -
30 November 1901

9 SEPTEMBER 1901

Soldier's cover, non-
acceptance of free-
franking effective
September 1, resulting
in postage due of 20
Pfennig from recipient
in $t. Johann, Saar.
23-day transit fime.

Transit & Amival
Postmarks:
“Tongku,
9 September 1901"
“St,Johann (Saar)
10 October 1901
20 Plennig
Postage Due..
10 Pig Colonial
Lefter Rale +
10 Pig. Penalty
16 OCTOBER 1901
= View-card
(Field Marshall's
Asbestos-Built Quarters)
postmarked

Schanhaikuan, transit
Postkarte. " Tongku, sent fo Leipzig,
! 47-day transit time.
Unit Validation
Endorsement:
\ 3 _ 2 “8"h Company,
_2 1* East Asiatic

%ﬁ?& “ m%z ( Occupation Regiment”

3 il Transit & Arrival
2. Postmarks:

‘ “Tongku,

; 17 October 1901”

“Lelpzig-Volkmarsdorf, 2

//’/ 7 3 7 f : December 1901"
%W% /s - ' 5 Pfennig..
, ) Colonial

N - Postcard-Rate.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Shanhaikwan
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade (1 March - 31 October 1902)

After the severe winter of 1901-1902, the 'Shanhaikwan' Post Office
reopened in March 1902, now using a dated postmark having the speliing
“SchanhaiKWAN" versus “SchanhaiKUAN"
used in the earlier forerunner posimark.

THIS SHORT-LIVED POST OFFICE CLOSED AT THE END OF

1 March - 31 Odobor 1901 OCTOBER 1902.
15 SEPTEMBER 1902
Unfranked postage-due r
view-card
(Tientsin Fort),
written at Peitaho,
postmarked at
Schanhaikwan, sent to
Reichenbach,
Germany.
Unit Validation
Endorsement:
“&h Company, 2
East Asiafic Occupation
Regiment” s
Arrival Postmark: 2
“Reichenbach (Odenwald),
27 August 1902"
10 Plennig
Postage Dve..
5 Pig valid
postcard-rate
+ 5 Mig. Penally 22 JULY 1902
r View-card
| (.‘ g , 1 (Chinese Soldiers)
! ~ s .' ! tf postmarked
| OSTAS, B l BRIGA! :D Of arfe Schanhaikwan, sent to
i 330 iL'“.v.u-.'l In: :H. At TS l Montpeliier, france,
b . g Unit Validation
ARV /A Endorsement:
/{“”/ PP LL AL “Finance Office,
: 7 3 Battalion, 1%
/ Regiment,
M/(V Y /{.;g /7 77 /}( 72 / £! East Asiatic Occupation
\ Brigade"
/) / Antival Postmark:
"'A/{’Y{”é e //ﬁ” % a4 { “Montpellier Herault, 31
&/ A September 1902"
ol il 10 Pfennig..
UPU infemational

Posicard-Rate,



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Shanghai
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

'31 August 1901’
was the end of the
“Boxer Uprising
Intervention” by the
allies, resulfing in
cessation of the “free
franking” postal
concession for

military rank & file
German Servicemen.

EFFECTIVE
‘1 SEPTEMBER 1907’,
ALL SOLDIERS' MAIL
WAS SUBJECTTO
GERMAN COLONIAL =
HOMELAND POSTAL
RATES.

4 NOVEMBER 1901

Cover postmarked at
Shanghai, with routing
endorsement
“Through the Naval Pos/
Office”, sent to
Hohenhassein,

Germany

Unit Validation Cachet:
“1# Battalion,
1sf Infantry Regiment”

Arrival Postmark:

(Reverse)
“Hohenhammeln,
9 December 1901"

10 Plennig..
German colonial
letter-rate.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Shanghai
East Asiafic Occupation Brigade

COMMEMORATIVE SUPPLEMENTARY MARKING
“Devulsches Lager .. Shanghai”

TO COMMENORATE FORMATION OF THE 15" EAST ASIATIC REGIMENT & ACTIVITY IN
CHINA DURING THE PERIOD OF 16 JULY 1900 - 16 JULY 1902, A CELEBRATION
TOOK PLACE AT THE REGIMENT'S SHANGHAI BASE.. “ZI-KA-WE"™

Commemorative postcards illustrating the ‘Kaiser’ were donated by the German
Printing Office for the event with a commemorative supplementary posimark
applied to postcards sent through the mail.

s XA , "/(‘L

Y AL -
{ t Y Ly &

- AN
: —
{ J \ ( :/‘- V m \\ o I, /('-) /\{7 ' <f
| ) 5 » -

|

3
<

Exp Mansfeld/Cert. Bothe BPP

16 JULY 1902 W ] ZUR ERINNERUNG
e Farnirme b | i el - Regimesien

. - W Jus) 1000 — 030k 0.
Local mail usage of the commemorative postcard ' i, e
with supplementary marking.. T Nl

S I wa Lapor,
“Deufsches Lager”

5 Ptennig..
Posicard rate for mail sent through
German Post Offices in China




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tientsin
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade
Official Military Mail

7 FEBRUARY 1902

“Militaria” endorsed

free-frank official-mail
cover,
postmarked at Tientsin,
sent to Military

Headquarters at

Berlin, Germany.
46-day transit time.

Unit Validation Cachet:
(Reverse)
“Medical Office of the
East Asiatic Occupation

Brigade™
Arrival Postmark:

25 March 1902"
10 Pfennig..
German colonial
letter-rate.

Exp Dr. Slever



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1904
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tientsin
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade
Registered Headquarters Mail

16 NOVEMBER 1901

Registered cover, sent through the Naval Post Office at Berlin,
postmarked at Tientsin, sent fo Hamburg, Germany.

Unit Validation Cachet:
“Headquarters of the
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade "

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Hamburg, 5 January 1902"

40 Pfennig..
20 Pig.. Single-Weight

(15 grams)
UPU infemational Letter-Rate +

20 Pig.. Registration Fee



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tientsin
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

MAIL SENT TO OTHER-THAN-GERMANY COUNTRIES WAS SUBJECTTO
UPU INTERNATIONAL RATES
with postage due in the event mail was short-franked.

27 NOVEMBER 1903

Short-franked cover, postmarked at Tientsin sent to
Geneva, Switzerland, with postage due & penalty upon receipt
to cover the 10 Piennig short-franking.
23-day transit time.

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic Occupation Brigade,
1¥ Battalion, 2" Infantry Regiment”

Receival Postmark:
(Reverse)

“Geneva Facteurs, 20 December 1903"

10 Pfennig..
Should have been 20 Pfennig fo cover the
UPU Intemational Single-Weight (20 groms) Letter-Rate,
resulting in 25 Centimes Postage Due with Penally
paid by the recipienl.

One of ftwo postage due covers known.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China

East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Tientsin

SOLDIERS’ MAIL DURING THE OCCUPATION PERIOD CONTINUED

TO REQUIRE MILITARY UNIT VALIDATION IDENTIFICATION
BY ENDORSEMENT OR BY CACHET MARKING.

13 FEBRUARY 1902

Soldier’s Cover,
postmarked at Tienfsin,
sent to Frankfurt (Main),

Germany.
44-day transit time.

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic
Occupation Brigade,
Clothing Depot"

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Frankfurt (Main),
29 March 1902"

24 NOVEMBER 1904

Soldier's mail using a
Japanese-printed UPU
postcard, postmarked

at Tientsin, sent to
Gotha, Germany.
41-day transit time.
Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic
Occupation Brigade,
Headquarters,
2 |nfantry Regiment"

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Gotha,

4 January 1905"

5 Piennig..



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tientsin
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

‘EAST ASIATIC OCCUPATION BRIGADE .. MOBILE ARTILLERY BATTERY' MAIL

2 NOVEMBER 1901

Former ‘Fieldpost
Form Card’,
postmarked at
Tientsin, endorsed

“To be forwarded
through the Naval
Post Office ",
re-directed to
Chemnitz, Germany.
56-day transit ime.

Unit Validation
Cachet:

Arrival Postmark:
“Chemnitz,
28 December 1901"

5 Pfennig..
Gemman Colonial
Posicard-Rale

24 FEBRUARY 1902

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic
Occupation Brigade,
Mobile Arillery"

Armrival Postmark:
“(Berlin) 38,
9 April 1902"

5 Pfennig..
German Colonial
Posicard-Rale.




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL

Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China

East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Tientsin

SOLDIERS’ MAIL USING “CHINA" OVERPRINTED POSTAL STATIONERY CARDS

10 APRIL 1902

Soldier's mail,
postmarked at
Tientsin, endorsed
sent to
“General von
Salzmann" at Wesel,
Germany.
47-day transit time.

Unit Validation
Cachet:
“East Asiatic

Occupation Brigade,

Medical Office”

Arrival Postmark:
“Wesel,
27 May 1902"

5 Pfennig..
Germman Colonial
Postcard-Rate

2
2

TZ. BRIGADE

S. B,

SANITATSAMT.

U3TAS.RESA

Deutfbe Reidbapoft
Pofttarte

8. 8.
‘OTA& 50477 ARIGADE
“BAL-HN PE “rs

Deutfcbe Rci@spoﬂ

Pofttarte

1 FEBRUARY 1904

Soldier's mail,
postmarked

at Tientsin, sent to
Breslau, Germany.

23-day transit time
('Via Siberia’ Routed Mail)

Unit Validation Cachet:
“East Asiatic
Occupation Brigade,
2d Battalion, 1* Infantry
Regiment”

Arival Postmark:
“Breslau,
24 February 1904"

5 Plennig..
German Colonial
Posicaid-Rate.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tongku
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade
Official Military Mail

“TONGKU",
A PORT CITY,

WAS THE PRIMARY

SUPPLY ROUTE FOR e

THE OCCUPATION

BRIGADE IN
NORTHERN CHINA.

2 OCTOBER 1902

Free-frank “Militaria”
Endorsed Official Mail,
postmarked at Tongku,

sent to headquarters

at Tienfsin.

Unit Validation Cachet:
(Reverse)

“East Asiatic
Occupation Brigade,
Headquarters"



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tongku
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

11 DECEMBER 1901
Carte postile — Postkar‘te Correspondenakfl

Cartaling postale — Post card —  Levelezo-Lap

mail, postmarked at .
Tongku, sent to Weltpostverein
Eisenach, Germany. Union powale universelle — Unione poswde universale
39-day transit time. @l\v
Unit Validation
Endorsement:
“East Asiatic

Occupation Brigade,
Police"

Soldier’'s view-card

Arrival Postmark:
“Eisenach,
19 January1902"

5 Plennig..
German Colonial
Poslcard-Rale

Unicr. Postale Univereelle. 3
nicr Postale Univereelle | «sza 8 AUGUST 1904

CARTE POSTALE ExB |
‘ - . . : > Soldier's view-card
..... mail, postmarked at
Tongku, sent to Gmind,
[T Wirltemberg, Germany.
LYY B Unit Validation
% ! Endorsement:
‘ “éth Battalion,
b 5 /&  2'Infantry Regiment"
% ‘ Arrival Postmark:
“Gmiind,
22 September 1904"

=, s -
2?. E \ "(“L"/l M/ wé}/ 5 Pfennig..
&“‘\3 = Yorlferndong— e elro



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tschinwangtau
East Asiatic Occupation Brigade (Chin Wang Tao)

Located about iwenty kilometers south of Schanhaikwan, a railway junction,
on the coast, Tschingwangtau's harbor was mostly ice-free
during the winter ...
AN IMPORTANT GERMAN-FORCES POST-BOXER-WAR & OCCUPATION-PERIOD
LOCATION HAVING AN OPERATIONAL GERMAN POST OFFICE
BETWEEN 1901-1906.

USAGE: 1 December 1901~ Example used on a
30 January 1902 package card

27 DECEMBER 1901

View-card written by “Bugler Mayr" of the 1 Regiment, 7" Company,
German Occupadtion Force, postmarked at “Chin Wang Tao",
sent to Coblenz, Germany, by way of the Naval Post Office at Berlin.
39-day fransit time.

Arrival Postmark:
“Coblenz,
4 February 1902"

5 Pfennig..
Germoan Colonial Posicard-Rate.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL 1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China Tschinwangtau
East Asiafic Occupation Brigade (Chin Wang Tao)

USAGE: 15 January 1902 ~
10 March 1906

30 DECEMBER 1902

Cover, postmarked at
Tschinwangtav,
sent to Colditz, Germany.
44-day transit time.

10 Pfennig..
German Colonial Single-Weight
(20 groms) Lefler-Rate

POSTEARTE
22 JANUARY 1902

View-card, postmarked
at Tschinwangtfav, sent
fo Leipzig, Germany.

W /% - / Arrival Postmark:
R A S I 2 M& , “Leipzig,
1 March (1902)"

ﬂ' ' 5 Pfennig..

""" = : German Colonial

‘/Aé .f.?— », rf 2 A Postcard-Rate

China.
mrt& — Weltpostverein,
28 JANUARY 1906 o — Union postale universelle,
Post enre
View-card, ‘30&1.2“ )
postmarked at 7. 4

Tschinwangtau, sent to s b
Iburg, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Saarburg,
31 January 1906"

2Cents. =
Gefn::lnggonld Al Remy 2 Ouana RS
Postcard-Rale ‘/Z--.-......ooooooA- / :
< y . - BAZ A\ A IS
Crpyriant.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Peking-Taku Railway

“Imperial German Railway” Post Office Mail (Tschili Province)
1900-1901

During the ‘Boxer Revolt' hostilities (1900-1901),
‘Tongku/Taku-Tientsin-Peking' Railway was mostly destroyed with limited use.

Because of its strategic military value, German Forces attempled fo
rebuild it as quickly as possible. By 15 September 1900, portions of the fine
between Yangtsun-Tongku/Taku operated again. By December 1900,
most of the line o Peking became operational.

A LOCALLY HARDCARVED WOODEN POSTMARK WAS PREPRARED AND USED
BETWEEN OCTOBER 1900 - MARCH 1901, PRIMARILY AS A SECURITY MARK FOR
NON-MILITARY FRANKED MAIL.

& Lautung
Peking & Kaiping a7 Gt
S0, nateun O OShanhalian
.__.-' “, © .‘,.-" -tha-ho
Fouping & Tiantsin @2, &
o b%oﬂanu 3
Pl f Guilf
P '© Tingtschou : Port N
& ¥ of Arthar
8
& o USAGE: 17 Oclober 1900 ~
i Tschili r 25 March 1901

4’[&’/»&&0‘&!«1 ;

“
s YRR o ) 3s ;
A Hhost g7 [ S okbfoo‘{rv/ l’{ v FE

Lo Dl e T e
) 64'{4,
MARCH 1901

Cover, undated postmark,
“Imperial German Railway Mail .. Peking-Taku”
sent o Wiesbaden, Germany

Arrival Postmark:
“Wiesbaden, 18 April 1901"

10 Pfennig..
Single-weight (15 grams) colonial
letter-raie for non-miiitary relafed-mail sentf fo Germany.



Shantung Railway

OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL
Railway Post Offices & Mail (Shantung Province)
1901-1902
Tschiangling

Considered by the German Government & Occupation Forces in China as

strategically & commercially important, the German-financed- built
Shantung Railway" line connected Tsingtau, Kiautschou, with the north-south

Chinese railway line connecting with Tientsin & Peking.

AS THE SHANTUNG RAILWAY (“Schantung Bahn”) WAS BEING COMPLETED,
SHORT-LIVED GERMAN POSTAL STATIONS AND POST OFFICES
WERE OPENED ALONG THE ROUTE.

THE FIRST STAGE OF THE FUNCTIONAL “Schanfung Bahn™ WAS THE SECTION

‘TSINGTAU-KAUMI', WHERE A TRAIN POSTMARK WAS APPLIED TO TRAIN MAIL
ALONG WITH THE LOCAL GERMAN POSTAL STATION SUPPLEMENTARY POSTMARK.

Gulf g‘;glf/ N
f

Tongku
Taku
Stcdlon

of Arthur
4 Tschili
by 8/ oe®
o= 14 December 1901 —
] 21 March 1902
—_ Yellow Sea 24 JANUARY 1902
E- Adon it FIWE aber K Hemann, 2000
Postal stafionery
card mailed on-

board “Train No. 2"

on the
Kaumi (eastward)
direction route, with
supplementary

Deutfche Reicbapoft
postmark
“Tschiangling” and

Pofttarte
frain postmark

x“ / :""' -~ _ » = "
: : :‘ & ‘-‘ S < _ AT “Tsingtau-Kaumi"
' < TV N applied at

Tschiangling, sent to

7,
recipient
(general delivery)
at Kaumi.
~o "
ey Arrival Postmark:
SR Wi “Kaumi,

26 January 1902

£ Dopnang . v
Hafe 563 Gareabm) 5 Plennig..
Postcard-rate for
inner-China mail sent
between German

First day usage of the “Tschiangling" Postmark post offices.

together on train maill having the "Tsingtau-Kaumi” Train Postimark.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Shantung Railway
Railway Post Offices & Mail (Shantung Province)
1902
Nanliv

‘NANLIU" WAS THE NEXT POSTAL STATION TO BE OPENED ON THE
SHANTUNG RAILWAY LINE AFTER “TSCHIANGLING " where iis
supplementary postmark was also applied fo the train postmark for
mail accepted at that German postal station.

21 March - 24 January -
1 June 1902 1 June 1902

25 APRIL 1902

Postal stationery card mailed on-board “Train No. 2" on the
Kaumi (eastward) direction route, with supplementary
postmark “Nanliv” and train postmark “Tsingtau-Kaumi”
applied at Nanliu, sent to Frankfurt, Germany.

Arrival Postmark:
“Frankfurt,
2 June 1902

10 Pennig..
UPU International Postcard-Rate.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Shantung Railway

Railway Post Offices & Mail (Shantung Province)
1903
Tschingtschoufu

EAST-BOUND MAIL DIRECTION TSINGTAU'
(KIAUTSCHOU PROTECTORATE TERRITORY)

15 NOVEMBER 1903
Postal reply-card set, mailed on-board “Train No. 1"

on the Weihsien (eastward) direction route, with
supplementary “Tschingtschoufu™ Postmark
& train postmark “Tsingtau-Weihsien"
applied af Tschingfschoufu, sent to Weihsien.

Arrival Postmark:
“Weihsien, 15 November 1903"

10 Piennig..
UPU Internatfional Postcard-Rate

Response Card .. Weihsien fo Tschingtschoufu



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Shantung Railway

Railway Post Offices & Mail (Shantung Province)
1903
Tschingtschoufu

EAST-BOUND MAILTO TSINGTAU
(KIAUTSCHOU PROTECTORATE TERRITORY)

USAGE: USAGE
15 June - 2 June 1902-
31 October 1903 1 November 1904

e

3 SEPTEMBER 1903

Cover mailed on-board “Train No. 1"
on the Tsingtau (eastward) direction route, with
supplementary “Tschingfschoufu” Postmark
and train postmark "“Tsingtau-Weihsien"

applied at Tschingtschoufu, sent to Tsingfau
(general delivery).

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Tsingtav, Kiautschou,
4 September 1903

10 Piennig..
Single-welght (20 grams) lefter-rate sent
between German Post Offices in China



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Shantung Railway

Railway Post Offices & Mail (Shantung Province)
1903-1904
Tschoutsun

AN ADDITIONAL POSTAL STATION TO BE OPENED ON THE SHANTUNG
RAILWAY LINE AFTER “TSCHINGTSCHOUFU" WAS “TSCHOUTSUN " where

its supplementary postmark was applied to
in-bound or out-bound mail.

1 JANUARY 1904

Postal stafionery response card postmarked at
Tschingtschoufu, and returned to sender
at Tschoutsun.

Arrival Postmark:
“Tschoutsun, German Post Office”
(undated)

10 Pfennig..
UPU infernational Postcard-Rafe.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL

Shantung Railway
Railway Post Offices & Mail

(Shantung Province)

1904-1914
Tsinanfu

“TSINANFU" WAS THE CAPITAL OF THE SHANTUNG (SCHANTUNG) PROVINCE,
AN IMPORTANT RAILWAY JUNCTION AT THE END OF THE SHANTUNG RAILWAY
AND INTERSECTION WITH THE PUKOW-TIENTSIN RAILWAY,

WITH AN ESTABLISHED GERMAN POST OFFICE.

On 1 October 1905, a monetary change from Marks/Pfennigs o Mexican
Dollars/Cents took effectin China resulting in German postage being overprinted
in “Dollars” or “Cents".

p.\) TS,
é”eAHNPos 4'1&
@ZUG 1 =

24.5,07

USAGE:
1 November 1904 -
23 August 1914

N) TS
Q’BAHN POST

USAGE:
1 November 1904 -
23 August 1914 7 February 1706

Exp Bothe

17 APRIL 1912

Postal stationery

posin":l::‘ed on \ p oﬂtatte
“Train 2" of the

Tsingtau- 't /5;2’_,, V%/‘Ch&/
Tsinanfu line,
routed “Via An
Siberia™ to

_/
lag:?&‘z::?n. /?? Z.. /g ¢ j%/&’“

2 Cenis...
German
domestic
postcard-rafe
valid
1 July 1908 -
9. September
1915.




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Ost-Asiatische Linie
German Seapost (East Asiatic Line)

The German 'East-Asiatic Main Line’ serviced routes to Germany using a
variety of ships. After 1900, The East Asiatic Line' operated ...
EACH LINE HAVING DIFFERENT LETTER-INDICATORS IN THEIR RESPECTIVE
SHIP POSTMARKS DESIGNATING THE VESSEL APPLICABLE
DURING A SPECIFIC TIME PERIOD.

HAUPTLINIE
. 2009 ¢
06

EAST ASIATIC MAIN
LINE

28 JUNE 1902 3!
(Postmark 'f = (:;7
“Prinzregent :
Luitpold") 4“‘

Cover, mailed & /
postmarked aboard . \%{ W P %

ship, sent fo Berlin-
R~y L s lo s, /5

Amival Postimark:

(Reverse)
“Charloftenburg,
30 June 1902

20 Plennig.. UPU
International
Single-Weight
(15 grams)
Lefter-Rate.

& EAST ASIATIC LINE
UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

CEYLON (CEYLAN)

POSTCARD

9 AUGUST 1902
(Postmark ‘c' =
“Princess Irene”)

View-card of Ceylon,
postmarked & mailed
aboard ship, sent fo
Flensburg, Germany.

Transit & Arrival
Postmarks:
oo ks 8 N P “CO'UI'I'IbO,

8 August 1902"
“Flensburg,

29 August 1902"

VA 3.;,:‘1 o\ 10 Pfennig..
‘{)}",’ 2 3\\\&&%&-@ UPU International
i Postcard-Rate



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL River Fleet Postmarks
Yangtze River Line

Significant German commercial interests along the Yangize River Valley
motivated German investment to develop passenger & freight shipping on the
river, China’s largest, with river vessel service commencing in 1900 exiending

from Shanghai in the east to ischang in the west.

GERMAN POSTAL SERVICE WAS AVAILABLE ON EACH SHIP OF THE FIVE-VESSEL
RIVER FLEET WITH POST OFFICES ALSO OPENING AT CITIES ALONG THE RIVER.

oWy

17/ 11.06
&

THE YANGTZE RIVER FLEET CONSISTED OF FIVE VESSELS SERVICING MAIL BETWEEN 1903-1912
WITH EACH VESSEL HAVING ITS OWN DEDICATED POSTMARK.

VESSEL POSTMARK USAGE PERIOD

SUI-TAI Un-coded 13 July 1903 - November 1906
MAI-DAH “a” 19 October 1903 -~ 5 November 1912
SUI-AN “b" 25 June 1903 - November 1906
MEI-SHUN b 3 June 1903 - January 1912

MEI-LEE “d" 29 September 1903 -~ November 1911

Un-coded 22 May 1906 ‘a’ 16 December 1903 ‘e’ 25 November 1903 ‘d" 5 May 1907



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL
Yangtze River Line

REGISTERED MAIL WAS POSSIBLE
on any one of the five Yangtze River line vessels, where vessel
post offices affixed a registration label from a selected German
post office on the route, as applicable,
WITH SUCH MAIL FIRST BEING PROCESSED AT A GERMAN POST
OFFICE ON THE ROUTE,
where a transit postmark would be applied.

9 MAY 1910

-

— —— .

Registered & Inner-China Mail

Registered cover
postmarked aboard the

{5
MEI-LEE Steamert,
processed at the German '
Post Office at Hankau

(transit postmark applied),
sent to Berlin-
Charloftenburg.
20-day transit time ..

‘Via Siberia’ Route. '

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
“Hankavu, 12 May 1910"

(Reverse)
“Berlin-Charlottenburg,
29 May 1910"

14 Cents..

4 Cenfs.. Single-weight
{20 groms) colonial leller-rate
to Germany +
10 Cents.. Registrafion lee

Ex Mizuhara
Postkarte - Carte postale
o Wellpaniveran Union pastale universelle
Levolezi-Lap Correspondenzkarte Doplang
Marta horespondancyina Horespondentnl Hat
Brelkaart - Cartoling pastale - Post card - Brefkor

DR o Lo MO = YA L LA POsTAL - Tonmes Kapis

14 MAY 1904

View-card (Wuhu),
postmarked
aboard the ME/-LEE
Steamer,
processed at the
German Post
Office, sent to
Shanghai.
2-day transit time,

Transit & Amival
Postmark:
“Shanghai,

16 May 1904"

5 Piennig ..
Postcard-rate for
mail sent belween
German Post
Offices in China.



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL Un-coded Postmark
Yangtze River Line (Steamer: “Svi-Tai")

Postmarks for the Yangtze River Fleet
consisted of (1) un-coded and (4) coded versions ...

one dedicated to each vessel.
éc,c,“f Sé%
“ YANGTSE- «Q} USAGE: 13 July 1903 -
“~ LINIE , November 1906
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Exp. Stover
--- MARCH 1905

Cover postmarked aboard the SU/-TAl Steamer,
sent to Leipzig-Neuschdnefeld, Germany.
Approx. 20-day transit time .. ‘Via Siberia’ Route.

Arrival & Delivery Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Leipzig-Neuschénefeld
8 April 1905, 7-8 AM”
“(Leipzig) L13,

8 April (1905), 4-5 AM"

20 Pfennig..
Single-weight (15 grams) UPU Internalional Letier-Rate



OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL

Military Mail Through the German Post Office in China

East Asiatic Occupation Brigade

1 September 1901 - 30 June 1906
Coastal Seapost

COASTAL VESSEL 'SECRETARY OF STATE KRAETKE'
May 1901 - February 1914

AN INCREASE IN MAIL VOLUME,
shortly before and during the military
campaign of 1900-1901 in North China,
SUPPORTED THE NEED FOR AND
INTRODUCTION OF SEA-POST MAIL.

Ships sailed between the coastal cities
of Shanghai and Tientsin (Port at
Tongku) by way of Tsingfau
(Kiautschou), Tschifu and,
occasiondlly, Tschinwangiao, &
Schanhaikwan.

After cessation of the military
campaign of 1900-1901, service was
limited to Shanghai-Tsingtau-Tschifu-

Tongku (Tientsin).

Peking *
Tientsin «
Tonku

iver

b Hankau

- lschimvongbu {Chin Wong Tao)

Tschifu

4 (Kioutichou)

Yellow Sea

50“ E S€€

°8HANGHA|-

© TIENTSIN

29/12.01
w

USAGE:

=] May 1901 - February 1914

—

Hamburg- Amerika. Linie
6 v

HeBYibiriag (SO

Mhpes S

23 SEPTEMBER 1909

Ay Loy,

‘Via Siberia' routed cover, sent by a naval lievtenant, based
at Tsingtau, Kiautschou, to his father, “General Danzer" at
Ulm, Wirtemberg, Germany.

4 Cenis ..

Single-weight (20 groms) colonial leffer-rate for mail sent fo Germany.




OCCUPATION PERIOD MAIL
Shanghai-Tientsin Seapost Mail

COASTAL VESSEL 'SIKIANG'
June 1901 - 13 August 1913

Each coastal vessel having a post office,
received a postmark with a dedicated code
dedicated to that ship.

The postmark code for the ‘Sikiang'was 'c’,
as illustrated.

USAGE:
June 1901 - 13 August 1913

Coastal Seapost

14 NOVEMBER 1906

So-called “Mandarin”
cover, mailed aboard
the ‘Sikiang’, sent to
Tsingtau, Kiaufschou.
2-day transit time.

Transit & Armrival

Postmarks:
(reverse)

“Isingtau, Kiautschou,
16 November 1906"
“Tsingtau-Tapavtav,

Kiautschou,
16 November 1904"

8 Cenis..
Second-weight level
(20-250 grams) lefter-rale
for maii sent befween
German Post Offices
in China.



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1914 .. Kiautschou
World War | Mail In-Transit Censored Mail

A STATE OF WAR TOOK EFFECT ON 1 AUGUST 1914 BETWEEN RUSSIA & GERMANY RESULTING
IN CESSATION OF ALL MAIL MOVEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES,
including mail fransit over the trans-Siberian rail network.

KIAUTSCHOU ORIGIN MAIL POSTMARKED “15-21 JULY 1914", ABOARD MOSCOW-BOUND
‘TRAIN IX', WAS INTERCEPTED ABOUT 1-2 AUGUST, CENSORED, AND RE-DIRECTED TO THE
GERMAN POST OFFICE AT SHANGHAI WITH SUBSEQUENT TRANSFER TO THE AMERICAN POST
OFFICE FOR FORWARDING TO GERMANY ‘VIA THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA'.

AOIBONEHG, LEHIYPOHN
Boenw g yeusops “Permitted by the Censor of the

Miiitary Censorship Office ...

H.n,
”;%; Do Signed: Ist Lieutenant Babajew™

TSINGTAU (KIAUTSCHOU) ORIGIN MAIL TO GERMANY
(German Post Office)

20 JULY 1914

View-card, postmarked at Tsingtau, with route endorsement
“Uber Siberien” = “Via Siberia"
to Brieg, Germany, intercepted on 1-2 August, held, censored &
re-directed to Shanghai by the Russian authorities.

Shanghai Arrival: Arival in Germany:
*7 October 1914" Approx. 8 December 1914
Route:
Tsingtau-Tsinanfu-Peking-Tientsin-Changchun-Harbin-Irkutsk-Moscow.....
Moscow-Irkuisk-Harbin-Changchun-Tientsin-Peking-Pukow-Shanghai

2 Cenis...
Colonial postcard-rate for mail sent o Germany.



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1914 .. Tientsin, China
World War | Mail In-Transit Censored Mail

IN-TRANSIT MAIL SENT FROM TIENTSIN, CHINA, ON 29 JULY 1914,
aboard Train XII', was scheduled to anive at Moscow on 7 August but
INTERCEPTED SOMEWHERE ON ROUTE ON/ABOUT 1 AUGUST, HELD, CENSORED BY RUSSIAN
AUTHORITIES & EVENTUALLY RETURNED TO THE POST OFFICE OF ORIGIN,
whereupon it was routed to America through the American Post Office at Shanghai
(routing.. Pacific Mail Steamship Company .. Shanghgai-San francisco -
overland to New York - Hamburg-America Line o Germany.

e s e

TIENTSIN-ORIGIN MAIL TO GERMANY
27 JULY 1914

Cover, postmarked at Tientsin, China, with route endorsement
“Via Siberia”
to Berlin, Germany, with interception on 1 August, held, censored and
returned to Tientsin by the Russian authorities, forwarded to Shanghai where
“Marinebrief” = “Naval Mail” cachet hand-stamp was applied before routing
through the American Post Office to America & Germany.

Route:
Tientsin-Changchun-Harbin-Irkutsk ... intercepted

4 Cents...
Single-welght (20 grams) colonial lefter-rate for mall sent to Germany.



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1914 .. Shanghai to Germany
World War | Mail (by German-Flag Vessel)

With movement of mail over the trans-Siberian rail network no longer possible,
THE GERMAN POSTAL ADMINISTRATION IN CHINA AT SHANGHAI ATTEMPTED TO
MOVE ITS GERMANY-BOUND MAIL BY GERMAN-FLAG VESSELS
before establishment of British sea route blockades
along with high-sea inspections of any & all vessels.

1914 REGISTERED CHINA-ORIGIN GERMANY-BOUND MAIL

27 AUGUST 1914

Registered cover, postmarked at Shanghai, routed by sea aboard
a German-flag vessel around the Cape of Africa
(Svuez Canal was closed for such vessels).
57-day transit time.

Arrival in Germany:
(Reverse)

“Bad Mdnster, 23 October 1914"

14 Cents...
4 Cents.. Single-weight (20 grams) German colonial leffer-rate
for mail sent fo Germany
+ 10 Cents... regishration fee.



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1914 .. Tsinanfu-Peking
World War | Mail Wartime Mail

MAIL SENT BETWEEN GERMAN POST OFFICES

6 DECEMBER 1914
Cover,
postmarked ot Tsinanfu, sent to the Single-weight (20 grams) lefter-rate
“German School at the Imperial German Legation™ for domestic mail sent in China
at Peking. (between German Post Offices) .
Arival Postmark:
“Peking,

7 December 1914”



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1915 .. China-Germany
World War | Mail (by Neutral-Flag Vessel)

Prior to completion of a fully effective British blockade of sea-routes regarding

German & allied-country mail from China to Europe,
EARLY WARTIME MAIL FROM CHINA WAS ROUTED BY NEUTRAL-FLAG VESSEL TO EUROPE.

STANDARD
LETTER MAIL

1 NOVEMBER
1915

Herrn
Cover, -
postmarked at b
Tientsin, sent to

Munich, KARL DUERRWANGCER
Germany.

-
10 Cents..
uPy
internafional
Single-Weight
(20 grams)
letier-rate to
Germany,
effective
September 1915.

REGISTERED
COMMERCIALMAIL

16 FEBRUARY 1915

Registered cover,
postmarked at Tientsin,
sent fo
Lauban, Germany.
53-day warlime
transit time.

Arrival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“Lauban, 10 April 1915"

14 Cents...
4 Cents..

(20 grams) colonial
letter-rate
for mail sent fo
Germany, uniil
September 1715,
+ 10 Cents..
Registration fee




END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1915 .. China-Austria Hungary
World War | Mail (‘Via America’ Routed Mail)

As long as the United States of America remained nevutral during
World War |,
EARLY WARTIME MAIL FROM CHINATO AUSTRIA OR GERMANY WAS
ROUTED ‘VIA AMERICA'
by way of the American Post Office at Shanghai using the ‘Pacific Mail
Steamship Company’ .. Shanghai-San Francisco, overland to New York,
‘Hamburg-America line’ to Germany.

EARLY REGISTERED MAIL SENT FROM THE
‘ASSISTANCE ORGANIZATION FOR GERMAN & AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR"

22 MAY 1915

Registered cover, postmarked at Tientsin, sent fo
Bochdanec, Austria-Hungary

Transit & Amival Postmarks:

(Reverse)
“27 May 1915: United States Postal Agency Shanghai”
“25 June 1915: New York Registry Division Armival”
Arrrival Postmark at Destination Unreadable

20 Cenis...
10 Cents.. UPU Single-weight
(20 grams) Infernational Lefter-Rate
+ 10 Cents.. Regisiration fee



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1915 .. Infernee Mail
World War | Mail “$90 Incident”

Upon outbreak of war in August 1914, German Torpedo Boat “S90" was located
at Tsingtau, Kiautschou. Upon attack and naval blockade of the Kiautschou
Teritory by Japanese Forces in the summer of 1914, “S90" successfully broke

through the blockade by sinking the Japanese Cruiser “Takachino " successfully

fleeing to Chinese teritory, where Captain Brunner of the “S90"
ran the ship aground and scuitied her.

The ship's officers and crew of fifty-five were subsequently interned by the
Chinese at Nanking on the Yangtze River.

MAIL SENT BY THE “S90" INTERNEES WAS POSTMARKED BY THE GERMAN POST
OFFICE AT NANKING BUT WAS ROUTED THROUGH THE
NETHERLANDS' INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS.
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INTERNEE MAIL THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS
12 DECEMBER 1915

Free-frank Internee Mail, postimarked at Nanking, routed through the
Netherlands’ Red Cross, to Wilhelmshaven, Germany

Cachet Handstamp:
“Service des Prisonniers de Guerre”
(“Service Mail for Prisoners-of-War")



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1915 .. Hong Kong-Germany
World War | Mail (Prisoner-of-War Mail)

GERMAN PRISONER-OF-WAR MAIL
‘HUNGHOM' CAMP
HONG KONG

Upon the capitulation of Kiautschou to Japanese Forces on
7 November 1914, seventy-six heavily-wounded German & Austrian prisoners-of-war,
nof fransferred to camps in Japan, were
transferred by ship to the British P.O.W. Camp ot Hunghom in Hong Kong mid-February
1915, where they remained with interned Hong-Kong-Germans and German sailors from
commercial vessels until all were moved to camps in Australia on 17 January 1916.

INCOMING AND OUTGOING MAIL TO/FROM THE HUNGHAM CAMP AT HONG KONG WAS
CENSORED BY THE PROVOST MARCHAL'S OFFICE.

1915

Prisoner's cover, cachet-postmarked
“Post Free .. Prisoner of War"
and (purple-ink) censored
“Provost Marshal Hong Kong”,
sent to
Crimmitschav, Saxony, Germany.

One of two known examples.

Reverse

Fritz Bosch:
German-national & garden landscape technician interned ot Hong Kong
and transferred to an Australian camp in 1916.



1916 .. China-Germany

END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA
(by Neutral-Flag Vessel)

World War | Mail

Once the British blockade of the sea routes for German shipping was established,
British naval vessels stopped & boarded nevtral-flag ships and to confiscate any
German or allied country mail found aboard.

CONFISCATED MAIL WAS CENSORED, SEALED AND RELEASED FOR LATER DELIVERY.

BRITISH CONFISCATED. CENSORED & RELEASED MAIL

RE-DIRECTED
MAIL

20 APRIL 1916

Cover,

postmarked at
Tientsin, sent to

Hamburg and
re-directed to
Karwedel,

Germany.

September 1915,

EDUCATOR'S
MAIL

1 DECEMBER 1916

Cover,
postmarked at
Tientsin, sent to

Nordhausen,
Germany.

10 Cents...
UPU Infernational
Single-Weight
(20 grams)
Lefter-Rate to
Germany,
effective
September 1915.




END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1916 .. China-America-France-
World War | Mail Germany Mail

DOUBLE MILITARY CENSORED (FRENCH & GERMAN)
MISSIONARY MAILTO GERMANY

5 FEBRUARY 1916

Sealed missionary-mail cover,
postmarked at Kanton, endorsed “Via America”,
sent fo Breslav, Germany,
arrival at Paris 17 May 1916,
inspected & sealed with removal by French Censor
of postage stamp
(censor-endorsed),
inspection & resealing
by German military censor at Munich,

20 May 1916,
with subsequent forwarding to Breslau.

106 day transit time & release at Munich.

10 Cents...

10 Cents.. UPU Single-Weight (20 grams)
international Lefter-Rate



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1916 .. China-America
World War | Mail

COMMERCIAL MAIL TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

14 AUGUST 1916

Registered cover, from “"Melchers & Company”,
postmarked at Tientsin, sent to
New York City.

10 Cents...
UPU Single-Weight (20 grams) Internafional Letter-Rate



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1916 .. Tientsin-Germany

World War | Mail P.O.W. Assistance Mail
(“Via America” Route)

The German Community's welfare & support organization at Tientsin
communicated information concerning a prisoner's name, physical-condifion &
location to newspapers in Germany and Austro-Hungary for
SUCH MAIL WAS ROUTED 'VIA AMERICA' AS LONG AS THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA REMAINED NEUTRAL.

PRISONER-OF-WAR INFORMATION FOR PUBLICATION IN GERMANY

10 FEBRUARY 1916

Registered free-frank mail,
postmarked at Tientsin,
routed 'Via America’,
sent to the “Wormser Zeitung”
(“City of Worms Newspaper"),
with German-censorship at Emmerich.
126-day transit time.

Transit & Armival Postmarks:
(Reverse)
“Shanghai, US Postal Agency, 16 February 1916"
“New York, 16 March 1914"
“Worms, 16 June 1914"



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1916 .. Tientsin-Germany
World War | Mail P.O.W. Assistance Mail

MAIL WAS SENT TO AMERICA
AS LONG AS THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA REMAINED
NEUTRAL .. UNTIL MARCH 1917.

DESTINATION ‘UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" MAIL

13 APRIL 1916

Free-frank, UPU
Acknowledgement-of-
Receipt-of-Mail
Postcard,
postmarked at
Tientsin,
sent fo
Rock Springs,
Wyoming.

2 DECEMBER
1916

Registered
(red marking)
free-frank
cover,
postmarked at
Tientsin,
sent to
New York City.
41-day transit
time.

Transit & Amival
Postmarks:
(Reverse)

“Shanghai,
US Postal
Agency,

15 December
1916"

“New York,

12 January

m7




END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1916 .. Tientsin
World War | Mail P.O.W. Assistance Mail

In support of German and Austro-Hungarian Prisoners-of-War in Siberia,
THE GERMAN COMMUNITY IN NORTH CHINA ESTABLISHED A WELFARE & SUPPORT
ORGANIZATION
(“Hilfsaktion fir Deutsche und Osterreich/Ungarische Gefangene in Sibirien”)
located at Tientsin, which SENT WELFARE-ASSISTANCE
in form of money, mail, books, efc., to the prisoners
THROUGH THE RUSSIAN POST OFFICE IN CHINA.

MONEY TRANSFER MAILTO A PRISONER-OF-WAR IN SIBERIA

24 NOVEMBER 1916
(7 December 1914 - Gregorian Calendar)

Coverreverse of a registered insured money lefter (18 grams),
postmarked at the Russian Post Office at Tientsin,
Forwarded through the Japanese Post Office fo the Russian rail fransfer point
sent fo a prisoner-of-war at Krasnoyarsk, Siberia. 15-day transit time.

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
“Tientsin, 1.J.P.O., 8 December 1914"
“Krasnoyarsk, § December 1916"
{21 December 1916 = Gregorian Calendar)

36 Cents..
10 Cents.. Single weight (20 groms) lefter-rate
+ 10 cenfs. Regishration fee
+10 Cents.. Insured/10 Cents for each 112.50 Rubles
+ & Cents.. Unexplained Franking



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA
World War | Mail

AMERICAN-CENSORED REGISTERED WARTIME MAIL
NANKING-BERLIN

16 FEBRUARY 1916

Registered cover, postmarked at Nanking,
censored & re-sealed in America,
sent fo the City Tax Office, Berlin.
109-day transit time,

Transit & Arrival Postmarks:

(Reverse)

“17 February 1916: American Post Office at Shanghai”
“15 March 1916: New York City Registry Office”
“16 March 1916: New York City Foreign Mail Office”
“5 June 1914: Berlin Magistrate's Office”



1916 .. Nanking-Germany
“Via America"” Censored Mail

~, wﬁ' = HJ

20 Cents...
10 Cents.. UPU Single-Weight (20 grams) Infernafional Letter-Rate

+ 10 Cents.. Regishration fee



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1917 .. Germany-China
World War | Mail (“Via Submarine” Mail)

In an effort o keep strategic commerce dlive between Germany and the
United States of America, on 8 November 1915 the ‘German Ocean
Navigation Company’ (Deufsche Ozean-Reederei) was founded. Two
submarines were built to carry cargo and mail: “Deulschland” & “Bremen”.

The "Deufschliand” had two successful voyages in 1916 with a third planned,
but canceled because of the worsening political climate
between Germany and the United States in early 1917.
ANY MAIL TO BE TRANSPORTED TO THE UNITED STATES WAS
RETURNED TO SENDER.

The “Bremen " was lost at sea on 26 August 1916 on her maiden voyage.

3 JANUARY 1917

Cover, postmarked at Hamburg, Germany, endorsed
“Tauchbootbrief” (submarine letter) along with
roufing mark “Via San Francisco” sent to Shanghai.

Because of cancellation of the third voyage of the “Deufschiand”,
the mail was returned fo the sender.

Return Cachet Marking & Postmark:
“IURUCK

Wegen Einstellung des Tauchboot-

briefverkehrs zurick an Absender”

“Bremen 1, T.B. D.O.R. 16 January 1917"

20 Pfennig..
UPU Single-Weight (20 grams) Infernational Letter-Rate.



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA

World War | Mail

1917 .. China-Germany
('Via America’ Returned Mail)

Upon
cessation of
diplomatic
relations
between the

United States
of America &
Germany on
3 February
1917,
mail services
to/from
Germany
were
suspended
with any
fransit mail
INSPECTED,
SEALED AND
“RETURNED
TO SENDER"

17 FEBRUARY 1917

Registered commercial cover, postmarked at Tientsin,
routed “Via America”, sent to Berlin.

Upon arrival at New York, mall was inspected & returned to
China (mail to Germany suspended), where, upon arrival at
Tientsin/Chinese Post Office, China had already closed all
German Post Offices with mall being opened, censored &
resealed before being refurned to the sender.

Transit & Arival Postmark:
(Reverse)
“21 February 1917, American Post Office at Shanghai”
“30 March 1917, New York Registry Office”
“14 November 1917, Tientsin™ (Chinese Post Office)
“19 November 1917, Tientsin” (Chinese Post Office)

20 Cents...
10 Cents.. UPU Single-weight (20 grams) infemational Lefter-
Rale + 10 Cents.. Regisiration fee
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END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1917 .. Sweden-China
World War | Mail ("Via Siberia" Neutral-Country Mail)

Despite Sweden being nevfral in World War |,
mail from/to China was Russian-censored &

DELAYED AS A RESULT OF THE RUSSIAN CIVIL CONDITIONS,
where a “Soviet Republic” was proclaimed by V. Lenin & L. Trotsky
on 8 November 1917,

WITH SUBSEQUENT CIVIL HOSTILITIES.

1917-1918 RUSSIAN-CENSORED & DELAYED MAIL FROM SWEDEN TO CHINA
11 JUNE 1917

Registered cover, postmarked at Stockholm, Sweden,
routing St. Petersburg &"Via Siberia”,
to Tientsin, by way of the
Russian & Chinese Post Offices in China.

Origin, Transit & Arrival Postmarks:
(Front & Reverse)

“11 June 1917, Stockholm, Sweden”
“23 April 1918, Tientsin” (Russian Post Office)
“7 May 1918, Tientsin" (Chinese Post Office)

20 Ore.. UPU Single-Weight (20 grams) International
Letter-Rate - »
+ 15 Ore.. Regisiration fee Reverse




END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 16 March 1917
World War | Mail (Closure of German Post Offices)

On 14 March 1917, China broke diplomadtic relations with Germany,
RESULTING IN ALL GERMAN POST OFFICES IN CHINA
HAVING TO CLOSE ON/BY 16 MARCH 1917.

The German Post Office at Peking closed on 15 March 1917
while all others closed on 16 March 1917.

o R T
A o o

16 March 1917

Last Day Postmark

SR

1917 RETURNED MAILTO SENDER

26 JANUARY 1917
View-card, postmarked at Varel, Germany, sent fo Tientsin.

Because of cessation of mail transit through the United States of America to China,
German-origin mail was cachet hand-stamped and returned to sender:
“Iuriick/Keine Verbindung"

(“Return/No Connection™)

15 Pfennig...
10 Plennig.. UPU Intemational Posicard-Raie
+ 5 Plennig.. German Wartime Tax Surcharge



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1917 .. China-Germany
World War | Mail (Prisoner-of-War Mail)

Soon after the Chinese Government's closure of German Post Offices in China, a Chinese
declaration of war against Germany & Aushia-Hungary fook effect on 14 August 1917,
whereupon remaining military & naval personnel of those countries were intemed.
The alien population was not interned but was required to register
with their local Chinese police, with travel restrictions.

WITH GERMAN POST OFFICES CLOSED, ALL INTERNMENT-ORIGIN MAILTO GERMANY OR AUSTRIA-
HUNGRARY WAS SENT THROUGH THE CHINESE &, NETHERLANDS RED CROSS POSTAL SERVICES.

'HAIDIEN INTERNMENT CAMP' (CHINA)
Location of inferned
German Marines & Guards from the Yangtze River Gunboats

1917

Free-frank inferned prisoner's cover, e
cachet-postmarked and censor-sealed,
sent fo Ludwigsburg, Germany. P

Front:
“Correspondance des prisonniers de Gueme” S
(Prisoner-of-War Mail)

Reverse/Censor Seal: .
“Infernierungslager Haidlen" e v “-«..
Node ains s W " *
(Haidien Internment Camp) D m <
o \
Reverse Side Cachet Marking: sl
"Netherands Red Cross Information Office Reverse

Princessegracht 27, The Hague™



END OF GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA 1917 .. China-Austria
World War | Mail (Prisoner-of-War Mail)

Similar to German miilitary & naval personnel
internments, remaining marines and legation guards
of Austria-Hungary were also interned.

ANY MAIL SENT BY THOSE AUSTRIAN-HUNGARIAN
PRISONERS-OF-WAR TO
THEIR HOME COUNTRY WAS CENSORED & FORWARDED
THROUGH THE CHINESE & NETHERLANDS RED CROSS
OFFICES.

Correspond i

Prisonnicy "'
B i /‘?

AUSTRIAN-HUNGARIAN PRISONER-OF-WAR MAIL

1917

Free-frank interned prisoner’s view-card mail,
postmarked at Peking,
cachet-marked (purple-ink), Chinese-censored,
sent fo Vienna, Austria.

Cachet Hand-Stamp Markings;
“Comrespondance des prisonniers de Guemrre”
(Prisoner-of-War Mail)

“Censored”



EPILOGUE 1919-1920
Repatriation of Germans

With World War | having ended on 11 November 1918, Chinese avthorifies
announced on 9 March 1919 that all German aliens in China were

to proceed to Shanghai for repatriation fo Germany.

On 11 March, German aliens boarded the first of three Brifish-flag vessels for
transport to Germany, where the first vessel anived on 7 May 1919

German prisoners-of-war in Japan were repatriated to Germany aboard thwee
Japanese-flag vessels between 28 December 1919 & 1 January 1920.

THUS ENDED THE GERMAN PRESENCE IN CHINA

GERMAN PRISONER-OF-WAR-IN-JAPAN MAILTO HIS FAMILY IN SHANGHAI, CHINA

15 NOVEMBER 1919

Free-frank prisoner-or-war postcard mail,
Japanese-censored at “Camp Aonagahara”, Japan,
where 478 German prisoners were held,
sent by a father to his small son residing in Shanghai, China..

Manuscript Endorsement:
“Service des prisonniers de Guerre"
(Prisoner-of-War Mail)

Because of repatriation of Germans from China earlier in the year,
about which the sender may not have been aware,
this mail may not have everreached the addressee.



